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10 INTRODUCTION

RETTEW Associates, Inc. (RETTEW) has conducted a bog turtle (Glyptemys
muhlenbergii) presence/absence (Phase I1/11I) survey for Delta Airport Consultants, Inc.
at the Carroll County Regional Airport Site in the Town of Westminster, Carroll County,
Maryland. This survey targeted wetlands on site that had potential bog turtle habitat. The
Designated Search Area (DSA) for each wetland was surveyed 4 times between April 15
and June 15, 2008. Trapping of the on site wetlands were done between May 15 and May
30, 2008. The following report documents the search effort, wetland descriptions,
weather conditions and survey dates.

20 PROPOSED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project involves the expansions of the Carroll County Regional Airport and
may include runway extensions, new hangers, commercial and industrial buildings, and
supporting infrastructure.

3.0 SITE DESCRIPTION

The Carroll County Regional Airport Site is located in the Town of Westminster, Carroll
County, Maryland and appears on the New Windsor and Westminster, Maryland U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute quadrangles (Latitude N 39° 36 51.57” and
Longitude W 77° 0° 41.68”) (Appendix A). The area of investigation includes a portion
of the airport property and several adjacent parcels totaling approximately 741.98 acres.
The entire property is transected and border by several roads and is also bounded by
commercial and private properties. The site is dominated by a mixture of vegetative
communities, which include mowed lawns, agricultural fields, mature woods,
successional woods, and wetlands. There are several small streams that are tributaries to
Bear Branch of Big Pipe Creek. There are numerous palustrine emergent/scrub-
shrub/forested wetlands within the Carroll County Regional Airport Site. These are all
non-tidal resources.

40 AGENCY COORDINATION

A Phase | Bog Turtle Habitat Assessment Survey Report was sent to the Maryland
Department of Natural Resources (MDDNR) and United States Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) on August 12, 2008 for their review and comment. A site visit of the wetlands
on the Carroll County Regional Airport Site was conducted on January 14, 2009 with
Scott Smith of MDDNR. From this site visit a letter was received on January 16, 2009
from the MDDNR recommending a Phase II and Phase Ill bog turtle survey to be
conducted at Wetland #9 to determine the presence or absence of bog turtles (Appendix
B).



40 METHODS

The Phase 11 bog turtle surveys were completed in accordance with the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) “Guidelines for Bog Turtle Surveys” (Revised April
2006). Surveys were conducted on the following dates: April 16, May 7, May 14, May 30
and June 6, 2008 when the weather (ambient air temperature) was a minimum of 55°F.
Phase II surveys were performed by Jeremy Hite (Qualified Bog Turtle Surveyor) with a
2-3 person survey crew.

The DSA was determined by the areas in the wetland that had suitable hydrology and
soils during the 2008 bog turtle season. The DSA was calculated to be 2.97 acres. The
search effort was 4.3-5.4 person hours/acre/visit. Total search time was 56.75 person
hours.

Visual encounter techniques were done by walking quietly through the wetland searching
for turtles basking, foraging, and in locomotion. If no turtles were found in the first
sweep. a more intense search was done. Probing of mud, holes, and spring areas with
hands and sticks was done to search for buried turtles. Lifting of dead and live vegetation
was also done to find turtles in hiding. All other herpetafauna was identified and
recorded.

Trapping was performed in accordance with the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources-Wildlife and Heritage Services “Draft Phase 3 Survey Protocol- Maryland”
(2008). Trapping took place from May 15 through May 30, 2008. Ninety “Fahey” design
traps were placed strategically in travel corridors, rivulets, spring heads, and between
vegetation to capture turtles passing through. Traps were covered with vegetation so the
central area was shaded and was placed in shallow water to avoid exposing animals to
ambient temperatures. All traps were given a unique label and a GPS coordinate was
taken at each trap location. Traps were set by Jeremy Hite and checked once daily by
Jeremy Hite. See Appendix F for information regarding the traps’ location and
orientation. All catch was identified and recorded.

5.0 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Wetlands

RETTEW's investigation determined that 14 wetlands exist on the site. Of the 14
wetlands, only 2 containing 2.97 acres of potential bog turtle habitat, were subjected to
the Phase - II/III protocols. Table 1 and 2 in Appendix C gives wetland location and a
summary of the bog turtle Phase 1 survey.

Wetland #1

Wetland #1 is identified as a large palustrine emergent/scrub-shrub/forested
(PEM/SS/FQ) wetland complex, situated in an afforestion area on the south side of
Pleasant Valley Road in the middle of the northern property line. The wetland is bounded
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