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As noted in the Carroll County Code of Public Laws, Chapter 114, Floodplain Management,
any development within the regulated floodplain “shall obtain approval for that development
from the County and shall comply with all provisions of the chapter prior to conducting the
development.” A detailed Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) floodplain is
not present on the airport site, and therefore the development will not require a Conditional
Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR)/Letter of Map Revision (LOMR). However, in order to
comply with the Carroll County Floodplain Management Manual, a floodplain study will be
completed during the design phase of the project. A preliminary floodplain estimate has

been initiated with the Water Quality Assessment (Appendix F).

10. Fish, Wildlife, and Plants

Endangered Species

An “endangered” species is one that is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant
portion of its range, while a “threatened” species is one that is likely to become endangered
in the foreseeable future. Correspondence dated July 28, 2008 from the Maryland
Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife and Heritage Service indicated that there are no
state or federal records for rare, threatened, or endangered species within the boundaries of
the Carroll County Regional Airport. The letter also states that if “appropriate habitat is
available, certain species could be present without documentation because adequate surveys

have not been completed.”

A Phase 1 Bog Turtle Habitat Assessment was completed as previous coordination with
USFWS indicated the airport area is within the known region of the federally endangered bog
turtle. Of the 14 wetlands surveyed, two contained potential bog turtle habitat, totaling
approximately three acres of potential bog turtle habitat. A site visit with MDNR and Rettew
was conducted on January 14, 2009 to review the potential habitat sites. Coordination with
MDNR dated January 16, 2009 (Appendix H) indicated that based on the Phase I Bog Turtle
Report and field investigation, Phase II and III surveys are highly recommended “to be
certain that the presence or absence of bog turtles is indisputably determined.” Phase II and

III surveys were completed in advance of MDNR’s recommendation to comply with

-
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survey/trapping period requirements. Appendix H contains the Phase II report and
correspondence. Additional information is located in Chapter 4, Section 9, Fish, Wildlife,

and Plants.

No other habitats of endangered or threatened species were observed during the field survey

nor were any species observed.

Forest Conservation

In accordance with the Annotated Code of Maryland (Natural Resources Article, Title 5,
Subtitle 16) and the Code of Maryland Regulations Title 08, Subtitle 19, Forest
Conservation, the Forest Conservation Act (FCA) of 1991 and the Carroll County Forest
Conservation Ordinance, a Forest Stand Delineation (FSD) and a Forest Conservation Plan
(FCP) must be submitted prior to the approval of any public or private subdivision, project
plan, grading permit, or sediment control permit for land disturbance equal to or greater than

40,000 square feet. An FSD for the project site has been completed by Rettew (Appendix I).

A letter from the Carroll County Department of Planning dated January 16, 2009 indicated
that an FCP was developed and approved in January of 2008 in association with DMW’s
Precision Approach Path Indicator (PAPI) light project. The plan identifies numerous
existing forested areas and delineates several forest retention areas on and adjacent to airport
property. A new FCP would be prepared specific to the preferred alternative described in
this EA upon concurrence of the FSD to comply with the county ordinance. Correspondence

from the Department of Planning is located in Appendix J.

11. Socioeconomic Impacts, Environmental Justice, and Children’s Health and Safety

Risks

According to FAA Order 1050.1E, the principal social impacts of an alternative to be
considered in an environmental assessment are as follows: extensive relocation of residents
without sufficient replacement housing; relocation of businesses creating a severe economic

hardship for the community; disruptions of local traffic patterns that would substantially
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reduce the levels of service of the roads serving the airport and its surrounding communities;
and a substantial loss in community tax base. Two businesses, the C.J. Miller asphalt plant
and TRW Enterprises, Inc., and a government facility, the Carroll County Arc Building, may
be impacted from the proposed action. A detailed analysis of each build alternative and its

effect on these local businesses is contained in Section 10 of Chapter 4.

Guidelines for evaluating social impacts are presented in Executive Order No. 12898,
Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income
Population. The three general purposes of this executive order are to: (1) focus federal
agency attention on human health and environmental conditions in minority and low-income
communities with a goal of achieving environmental justice; (2) foster non-discrimination in
federal programs that substantially affect human health or the environment; and (3) give
minority and low-income communities greater opportunities for public participation in, and
access to, public information on matters relating to human health and the environment. The
evaluation of environmental justice must determine if the proposed project would cause a

“disproportionate impact” to minority and/or low- income populations.

Children’s environmental health and safety risks include those that are attributable to
products or substances that a child is likely to come in contact with or ingest, such as air,
food, drinking water, recreational waters, soil, or to products which they may use or be

exposed.
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