
 BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 

CARROLL COUNTY, MARYLAND 

MINUTES 

 

On April 14, 2010, the Board of License Commissioners met in Room 003 of the Carroll 

County Office Building, 225 North Center Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157.  Board 

members Romeo Valianti, David Grayson and James Leete were present as well as Tim 

Burke, Counsel to the Board; and Nancy David.   

 

10:00 a.m. to 10:10 a.m., Clerk of the Circuit Court Don Sealing appeared to officially 

swear in Commissioners Valianti, Leete and Grayson to serve on the Board of License 

Commissioners.  He informed the Commissioners that they should be sworn for each 

term they are appointed or reappointed to the Board. 

 

10:10 a.m. to 10:45 a.m., Case 5542, Application of James E. St. Clair to replace licensee 

(Michael Guerra, deceased) on the existing Class B – Beer, Wine and Liquor License 

issued to Stephen A. Eckard and Tracy Guerra, Executrix of the Estate of Michael J. 

Guerra for the use of Carroll County Roadhouse, LLC, t/a Texas Roadhouse, 21 South 

Cranberry Road, Westminster, Maryland 21157, in Election District 7.  The Board found 

the Applicant to be a fit and proper person and approved the application as presented. 

 

From 10:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m., the Board addressed the following official business: 

 

1. The minutes from the March 10, 2010, meeting was approved upon a motion of Mr. 

Leete and seconded by Mr. Grayson.   

 

2. Anna and Robert DiFatta, of Belissimo’s, appeared before the Board to request 

permission for another outdoor Motorcycle Show on October 9.  Commissioner Leete 

questioned Ms. DiFatta about the security for the event and suggested she send a 

letter to the Maryland State Police to give them a “heads-up” since there was an 

overwhelming response to the March Motorcycle Show. 

 

3. One-day liquor license application for an outdoor event at The Atlee House in New 

Windsor, by the Carroll County Children’s Fund, was presented and approved by the 

Board.   

 

4. Chairman Valianti informed the other members that Inspector Kaizer will be on 

medical leave for six weeks pending recovery from shoulder surgery and that Frank 

Rauschenberg will be returning on a contract basis to perform inspections during this 

period. The Board discussed Inspector Kaizer’s job duties and requested a copy of his 

job description be emailed to each member.  Commissioner Leete feels the Inspector 

position should have enforcement duties as an official.  General discussion followed 

on the basis of proof of a fit and proper person and how far should the Board go with 

background checks. 

 

5. A fax from Gateway Liquors informing the Board of a change in their hours of 

operation was presented and noted by the Board. 
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6. A letter from Michael Ritchey, Esq., representing Capuano Café, Inc., t/a 

Mediterraneo, informing the Board of a change in ownership via a stock transfer 

(pursuant to Rule #35), was presented and approved by the Board.  Antonio Capuano, 

the holder of 90% of stock has transferred that stock to his father, Domenico 

Capuano.  Niel Borelli remains the resident licensee and owns a 10% interest in the 

Corporation. 

 

7. A letter from Augusto Illiano, of New York J&P Pizza/Hampstead, requesting 

permission to change the t/a name to Illiano’s J&P, was presented and approved by 

the Board.  In December 2009, the Board approved a request to change their 

corporate name to Illiano’s J&P – Hampstead, Inc. but they did not request to change 

their t/a name.  The oversight was discovered during license renewal. 

 

8. A letter and drawings from Bruce Reamer, of Salerno’s, informing the Board of 

changes to their expanded carryout and 2
nd

 floor patio, was presented and approved. 

 

9. A letter from Gene Andrew, of the Old Havilah Inn, requesting permission to serve 

alcohol and steamed crabs in an enclosed outside patio area attached to the building, 

was presented and approved by the Board.  

 

10. Letters (2) from Marcia Brengle, of the Westminster V.F.W. Post 467, informing the 

Board of dates for upcoming outdoor events in the pavilion, was presented and 

approved.  Another letter informing the Board of a change to the floor plan to 

remodel the men’s room in the first floor bar area was presented and approved. 

 

11. A letter and drawing from James Serra, of Serra Brothers Italian Deli, requesting 

permission to conduct an outdoor party on the parking lot on June 6
th

 was presented.  

Chairman Valianti and Commissioner Grayson approved the request.  Commissioner 

Leete voted no.  (Changed upon adoption of minutes at May 12, 2010 meeting.) 

 

12. A drawing from Timeout Sports Grille, informing the Board of the placement of two 

pool tables in the back room, was presented and approved. 

 

13. A letter from Robert Browning, of the Mt. Airy V.F.W. Post 10076, informing the 

Board of a change to their hours of operation was noted. 

 

14. A letter and drawing from Patricia Alejandrez, of Papa Joe’s Mexican Restaurant, 

requesting permission to add an outside seating area and have the ability to serve 

alcohol on the new patio area, was presented and approved by the Board. 

 

15. A letter from Mardee Curtis, Manager of the Westminster Elk’s Lodge No. 2277, 

informing the Board that they have moved one Lucky Tab Machine from the card 

room to the lounge was presented.  Approval was withheld pending confirmation 

from the Elk’s of who can buy these Lucky Tabs.  Does the public have access to the 

machines? 

 

16. A copy of a letter written by Inspector Kaizer, at the request of the Health 

Department, to be included in a grant application was presented to the Board.  They 
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are requesting grant funds to help curtail underage drinking. 

 

17. The Board was informed that no response or acknowledgement of their letter to all 

law enforcement agencies had been received.  The office is receiving Alcohol 

Influence Reports from the Sheriff’s Department every week. 

 

18. Commissioner Leete expressed concern about Inspectors and enforcement duties and 

also questioned if there was a conflict of interest in violation cases.  A discussion of 

legal representation followed with a determination that the State’s Attorney’s Office 

should function as Prosecutor if there is a violation against Article 2B.  Attorney 

Burke stated he cannot advise the Board and help prosecute the case. 

 

19. Discussion was held about the Board of License Commissioners being a State Agency 

or a County Agency.  The appointment authority is the Board of County 

Commissioners and the function of the Liquor Board is decision making authority.  

Attorney Burke will write up an opinion to be further discussed at the next meeting. 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted by: 

 

 

 

       ___________________________________ 

       Nancy David 

      Administrative Hearings Coordinator 
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