
 

 

 

                                  EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY FUND 

                                              MINUTES 10/8/13 

The second meeting of the Education Opportunity Fund committee was called to order by Mrs. 
Cimino at 7 P.M. 

Present were:  A Poklemba, George Harmening, Ginger DiMaggio, John P. Burke, III, Melissa 
Bowman, Michael Stewart, Jr., Rebecca Grove, Sallie B. Taylor and Theodore J. Provenza 

Absent was: Daniel Hoff, who has resigned from the committee because of an ongoing 
conflicting schedule. 

At the meeting of 9/24/13 a motion to accept the purpose clause of the Education Opportunity 
fund was tabled.  As a point of order, Mr. Stewart suggested we start with that issue.  A 
discussion of a minor language change was proposed and adopted.  The purpose of the 
Education Opportunity fund now reads as follows.   

The purpose of the Education Opportunity Fund shall be to support and enhance the 
opportunities for non-public school children in Carroll County, Maryland to obtain, as a valid 
public purpose, a well rounded and successful educational experience commensurate to the 
educational opportunities of the children in Carroll County attending Public Schools.  

Mr. Stewart made a motion to adopt the purpose clause and Mr. Harmening seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Poklemba and Mr. Burke both presented their thoughts on criteria and the application.  Mr. 
Burke’s suggestion that the fund cover Health and Safety factors such as immunizations was 
discussed.   He was unaware of the availability of immunizations through the Carroll County 
Health Department at no or very low cost to families in Carroll County.  He also proposed 
paying for background checks for home schooling teacher support staff.   

The committee discussed the benefits of a criteria for grants that focused on essential items 
that are provided by the Carroll County Public School system to their students and not paid for 
by parents such as books, teaching materials, computers, software, STEM technology and 
materials, music, art, PE and Health, the later mandated by COMAR.   



The Committee suggested changes to the proposed application to include information about 
the Oversight Authority for Home Schoolers and payments made to those paying private school 
and home schooling expenses other than the parents of the student applying for a grant.   

The Committee is divided on the issue of whether grants should be need based or not.  Further 
discussion will be needed to come to a conclusion.  In the interim, there will be opportunity on 
the application form to present “Special Circumstances”   

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Audrey S. Cimino 


