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To serve as the lead intergovernmental agency for water resource planning, development and protection. 

 

 WRCC Meeting Summary 

December 4, 2013 
 

Attendees: 
Gale Engles 

Jim Wieprecht 

Marge Wolf 

Glenn Edwards 

 

Brenda Dinne 

Frank Schaeffer 

Dawn Ashbacher 

Sean Hartman 

Steve Miller 

Tom Devilbiss 

Brad Plante 

Ed Singer 

Rose Mann 

Perry Jones 

Mark Eisner 

 

The meeting was called to order by Frank Schaeffer at 2:40.   

 

Minutes from the October 30
th
 meeting were approved as written. 

 

Steve Miller reported on a disaster management meeting he attended at the County office building several weeks 

ago.  Representatives from Maryland Emergency Management Association (MEMA) said they had funds ($6.3 

million) available from Hurricane Sandy and Tropical Storm Lee for emergency generators for water supply, 

crucial buildings etc.  Steve has contact information for anyone interested in applying for funding.    

 

Brad Plante said the Town of Hampstead had already applied and were approved for two generators. 

  

12SW Permit –Process Review & Discussion 

 

Glenn Edwards talked about the new General Discharge Permit for industrial activities issued by MDE that goes 

into effect January 1, 2014.  If you are already permitted or have a no exposure status, you need to re-evaluate 

based on the new regulations.  Application for the new permit needs to be completed by June 30.  Glenn said 

staff would go over your permitting activities and anything else you have questions about and would assist in 

filling out any of the forms.  Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) is having a meeting on 

December 20 to provide for MS4 permits.  Glenn invited anyone interested in attending to ride down with 

County staff or send him any questions you would like to get answered.  Glenn will send a link to MDE’s web 

page that has all the information and forms.  A follow-up discussion at the January WRCC meeting is planned. 

 

EPA Audit - Status 

 

An investigations report was received (final report) to which we responded with comments that would be put 

into the record.   The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) sent us a formal legal document with eight items 

from the report on which they will be taking action by invoking a fine.  We have the option of paying the fine or 

trying to negotiate a lower amount.  The County will be requesting a meeting to begin the negotiation process. 

There was also a list of items that would improve our program, most of which had already been done since the 

2012 Audit.   
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Water Appropriation Regulations  
 

Mark Eisner, Advanced Land and Water Inc., spoke about the Brinkley Bill (SB 674 2008).   He sat on the 

committee that discussed the implementation of the bill and attended the hearing on November 21 at MDE for 

the impending regulations.  Mark felt the draft regulations overstepped legislative intent and gave MDE more 

power over applicants related to groundwater appropriation than granted by the Brinkley Bill.  He said there are 

non-recharge area requirements embedded in the regulation, on page 27, I. Criteria for Approval of Additional 

Allocation requirements, which was not the legislative intent of the Brinkley Bill.  The recharge area is no 

longer the limiting factor where other work has been done.  This bill was intended to provide public water 

systems in Carroll, Frederick, and Washington Counties with additional water appropriation to accommodate 

planned growth.   

 

Tom Devilbiss pointed out that Ed Singer also served on the Brinkley Bill committee.  He indicated that the 

proposal puts MDE’s unwritten “owned or controlled” policy into regulation.   

 

Written comments on the draft regulations are due to MDE by December 6, 2014.  Comments were drafted by 

County staff and sent to WRCC for review and any additional comments they may have.   The comment letter 

will be sent from the WRCC with Chairman Frank’s Schaeffer’s signature. 

 

Stormwater Fee Status 
 

The Mayors and Town Managers met with the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) on November 26 to 

discuss the stormwater fee.  Frank Schaeffer felt there was a willingness of the BCC to try to find a short-term 

funding strategy.  The BCC offered to fund the towns with $2 million over the next two years.  They would like 

the towns’ support on their stance with MDE not to collect a stormwater fee since the projects are already 

funded.  Funding for the municipalities will come from budget surplus according to Ted Zaleski.  The BCC and 

Mayors would like the WRCC to provide recommendations for a mechanism for the distribution of funds and 

how projects would be selected.   The idea of a joint NPDES permit was brought up and some of the advantages 

and disadvantages discussed.  Questions were raised as to how it would be determined when and where projects 

would be chosen and completed.  Since the municipalities would need to kick in funds as well, Dawn Ashbacher 

noted that budget season is approaching, so each municipality will need to determine how they are going to 

proceed and factor this into budgets.  Dawn and Brad agreed to take the lead on creating a list of pros and cons 

of pursing a joint permit to be used in continuing discussions.  Staff will draft an initial list and forward it before 

December 18 for use as a starting point for discussions at Town Managers’ meeting that day. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:27.   

 

The next meeting is scheduled for December 4, 2013 at 2:30 in Room 003. 
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