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To serve as the lead intergovernmental agency for water resource planning, development and protection. 

 WRCC Meeting Summary 
February 25, 2015 

 
Attendees: 
Frank Schaeffer 

Rose Mann 

Janet O’Meara 

Marge Wolf 

Dawn Ashbacher 

Monika Weierbach 

Jim Wieprecht 

Gale Engles 

Tammi Ledley 

Christy Collins 

Tom Devilbiss 

Brenda Dinne 

Steve Miller 

Jeffrey Lindaw 

Sadie Dresher 

Ed Singer 

Dick Swanson 

Glenn Edwards 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by Frank Schaeffer at 2:30. 

 

January 28, 2015 minutes were approved as written. 

 

Grant Funding Opportunities – Chesapeake Bay Trust  
Sadie Drescher from the Chesapeake Bay Trust gave an overview of their grant program.  She said their grant 

programs focused on outreach, restoration & community outreach.  Below are several grants she were discussed: 

 Green Streets, Green Jobs, Green Towns 

 Restoration Research Grant 

 Outdoor Health Initiative 

 Nontidal Wetlands 

 Watershed Assistance Grant  

 Mini Grant Program 

 Outreach & Restoration Grant  

 County Specific Programs 

 Rain Check Program Chesapeake Conservation Corps 

 

She gave some tips on successful grant applications and answered questions after her presentation. 

Review MS4 Permit – Property Management & Maintenance  
Glenn Edwards provided a handout from the MS4 permit, page 3- 7 Management Programs, which included a 

section on Property Management and Maintenance.  Glenn said the permit states “these management programs 

are designed to control stormwater discharges to the maximum extent practicable and shall be maintained for the 

extent of this permit”.  It also says MDE will perform periodic evaluations to identify any needed improvements 

to the programs.   

 

Property Management and Maintenance (on page 6) states “Carroll County shall ensure that a Notice of Intent 

(NOI) has been submitted to MDE and a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) is developed for each 

County-owned municipal facility requiring NPDES stormwater general permit coverage”.  Glenn’s handouts 

included a table listing pertinent MS4 municipal facilities and their status with regard to MDE’s 12SW General 
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Permit For Stormwater Discharges Associated With Industrial Activity.   The current status is required to be 

reported annually to MDE in the Annual MS4 Permit Report.  A County 12SW permitted facilities list is also 

available.   

 

This requirement section ‘s emphasis is on the reduction of pollutants associated with maintenance activities at 

County and Municipal owned facilities.  In the past pollutant reductions were associated with only road 

operations, but it now includes parks, roadways, and parking lots.   Glenn went through the list of activities for 

the maintenance program under the MS4 permit and emphasized the appropriate staff needs to receive adequate 

training in pollution prevention and good housekeeping practices.  Employee pollution prevention training is 

also required for any 12SW permitted facility as part of their Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP).   

The County holds an annual NPDES Pollution Prevention training for managers and supervisors and it is up to 

them to arrange training for their staff.  Glenn has training materials that can be used upon request. 

 

Tom Devilbiss explained we will be creating a list of County facilities, parks, and parking lots and we will 

personally work with each municipality to do the same in developing practical pollution reduction cost effective 

criteria to address this requirement. 

 

Legislative Update  
Brenda gave out an update on proposed environmental legislation and discussed a few that staff has concerns 

about. 

 

SB 588 / HB 481, SB 42 / HB 874 & SB 36 – Stormwater Management Projection and Restoration Program 

Repeal   These five (5) bills are all basically all the same and are scheduled for hearings next week. The County 

is supporting the full repeal.  There is an amendment proposal from Maryland Association of Counties (MACO) 

that would require a certification process in order to not establish a fee.  The certification process would require 

meeting certain milestones and demonstrating progress with a report due to MDE half way through the 5 year 

NPDES MS4 permit term.  All these things are already being required by the permit and staff did not support the 

certification process.  Letters were sent by the Board of Commissioners to the Senate, House, Delegation and 

MACO supporting the bills as introduced but not the amendments and the reasons why they were not supported. 

SB 86  

This bill was introduced today.  It would repeal the mandatory establishment of a stormwater 

remediation fee.  It would allow the State to be charged a fee by a county if the county also agrees to 

appropriate into its own fund an amount based on the share of stormwater services related to county 

property.  Veterans’ organizations would be added to the list of exempt properties.  Fees for non-

profits would be capped, or the non-profit can choose to do an alternative compliance plan, the 

implementation of which BRF funds could be used.  The bill would also add a mandatory financial 

assurance plan to the reporting requirements (to MDE), whether a jurisdiction establishes a fee or not, 

to demonstrate how it will meet its permit requirements and how it will fund those projects.  The fee 

revenues cannot be used for existing programs, staff, and services.  MDE would be required to 

evaluate adequacy of funding and report annually to the Governor and General Assembly.  All of the 

Carroll County Senators are sponsors on this bill. 
 

SB 438 / HB 883 Environmental Well Drilling – Notice to Municipalities 

This bill repeals the requirement for well drillers to notify municipality when applying for a permit to drill a 

well under specified circumstances and requires MDE to notify a municipality when the application is received. 

 

HB 1043  
Ed Singer said this bill would roll back requirement for best available technology (BAT) for septic systems, with 

the exception of critical areas to the previous requirements.  Environmental Health is supporting this bill with an 
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amendment.  The amendment; MDE can’t require the BAT systems, but if local jurisdictions want to include it 

as part of their WIP thay can.   

 

SB 551 / HB 919 - Land Use- Plans – Development and Adoption 

Authorized a legislative body of a local jurisdiction to adopt, modify or disapprove a specified plan or part of a 

plan, changed the time allowed for the legislative body to take action on the plan recommended by the 

Planning Commission, and added a public hearing requirement for the legislative body.” 
.  

 

 

Town Project Status 
Gale gave out the monthly status report along with a table that listed the municipal projects and their status of 

engineering and construction.   

 

 Eden Farm (Willow Ponds) – Request for Qualifications (RFQ) was advertised February 17 and 

proposals due March 10.  Three design/build teams will be selected and invited to prepare a Technical 

and Financial package for final selection.  State and Federal staff will be visiting the site on February 27 

along with Bureau of Resource Management (BRM) staff. 

 

Shannon Run/Hawks Ridge Section  

 Met with Town on February 5
th
 to discuss and they were interested in proceeding.  Hawks Ridge pond is 

to be converted to a pre-treatment/wetland area and Shannon Run Facility retrofitted to treat both 

drainage areas.  Staff contacted the current owner of Hawk Ridge facility and they agreed to convey the 

facility to the Town.  Letters will be sent out to surrounding property owners relating to the spring 

clearing.  After clearing is complete a Request for Proposal (RFP) for design will be sent to our term 

contractors.  A pre-submittal meeting with State/Federal staff will be held in April and a community 

meeting with the Town’s participation will be in the spring. 

 

Blue Ridge Manor – Wetland delineation were performed by Mar-Len Environmental Inc.  Staff 

developed a preliminary conventional design and sent to the Town for review and approval (awaiting 

approval).  State and Federal staff will visit the site on February 27
th
 along with BRM staff. 

 

 Langdon Property –The “Option to Purchase” was signed and forwarded to the City for their approval.  

Conceptual SWM approval issued February 5 and CLSI is moving forward with preliminary plan.  

Applications made for State/Federal permits and a joint site visit scheduled on February 27
th
.  Copies of 

preliminary plans will be forwarded to City of Westminster (sewer location), Forest Conservation, 

Development Review and Stormwater Management(SWM) when received (March 16
th
). 

 

Manchester Skate Park – Concept plan was submitted and approved by BMR staff.  BMR staff met with 

State Highway Administration (SHA) to discuss the fill within the right-of-way to a Town owned parcel 

off Water Street; SHA is currently reviewing.  Revised plans are due from CLSI on March 3
rd

.  BRM 

will be filing for State/Federal permits and Notice of Intent (NOI).  Forest conservation approval is also 

needed.  Site visit is scheduled on February 27 for State, Federal and BRM staff.  Direction on the 

relocation of the onsite historic monument to the SHA park and ride has been received.  BRM staff is 

looking at possible SHA-TAP funding; applications due by May 15
th
.   

 

 Municipal Tree Plantings – The City of Westminster has provided BRM with two (2) possible sites for 

tree plantings and the Town of New Windsor has one (1) site.  These sites could be planted in the fall of 

2015 to utilize remaining funds from DNR.   
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Other 

The Board of County Commissioners had allocated $200,000 in the FY2014 Operating Budget to be 

used for the municipalities.  Some of the money was used by Hampstead and the remainder went back 

into the general fund.  Frank Schaeffer said the municipalities would like to send a letter to the BCC 

requesting $200,000 be allocated in the budget annually as a revolving loan fund.  Frank asked if the 

letter should come from the WRCC or from the municipalities.  Tom said previous letters on this were 

from the WRCC.  Frank will draft a letter and have more discussion on this at the next meeting.    

 

Meeting was adjourned at 3:48. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for March 25, in Room 105 at 2:30. 


