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To serve as the lead intergovernmental agency for water resource planning, development and protection. 

 WRCC Meeting Summary 
October 28, 2015 

 
Attendees: 
Frank Schaeffer 

Rose Mann 

Steve Miller 

Perry Jones 

Brenda Dinne 

Dick Swanson 

Jim Wieprecht 

Monika Weierbach 

Glenn Edwards 

Leigh Broderick 

Byron Madigan 

Janet O’Meara 

Gale Engles 

Theresa Amoss 

Tom Devilbiss 

Marge Wolf 

John Dick 

Andrea Gerhard 

Ginny Siemer 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by Frank Schaeffer at 2:30. 

 

September 28, 2015 minutes were approved as written. 

 

Dam Safety Issues 

Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), Dam Safety Division, sent letter to the town of Mt. Airy 

regarding dam safety issues relating to the current structure of a pond that was being considered for retrofitting.  

Hampstead also received a letter relating to a couple of their stormwater management facilities that had 

compliance issues and dam safety issues.   

 

Gale Engles said staff can assist the municipalities with dam safety issues and possible Emergency Management 

Plan, if needed.  The county has Emergency Management Plans for a couple of County facilities that can be 

modified for use in the municipalities.  She requested a copy of any letters received from MDE, on dam safety 

issues so those ponds will not be considered for retrofitting in the future.  She said staff is looking for dam safety 

issues on all facilities before anything is started on a potential project. If any dam safety issues are found, the 

project will not be undertaken. 

 

Grant Update – Theresa Amoss 

The following grants were received: 

 Maintenance Center, Fish and Wildlife Grant for $351,000  

 Maintenance Center, Miller Watts Facility, and Finksburg Industrial Park, DNR for $1,600,000 

 

Two other grant applications are in the works for Environmental Site Design (ESD) practices at the Farm 

Museum; requesting $70,000 Chesapeake Bay Trust and $98,000 from National Fish and Wildlife which will be 

submitted in December.  In 2016 an application to Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust Fund Grant will 

be submitted with a proposal for a facility in each municipality.  Theresa will be contacting the municipalities 

for a letter of support in the next several months.  Another application to State Highway Administration (SHA), 

Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) funding that will be used for the Langdon and Whispering Valley 

projects and another application for the Signage at the Westminster Community Pond. 
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We are anticipating receiving $756,000 in November for the Manchester Skate Park Project; which is 80% of 

the total cost of the project.   

Theresa discussed funding criteria for grant applications; more funding sites, multiple projects under one grant; 

innovative projects; education and outreach, community involvement; and partnerships, schools and other 

organizations. 

 

Public Outreach Plan – Brenda Dinne 

Brenda is working on developing a public outreach plan for the public outreach and education requirement in 

the MS4 permit.  Copies of the “working draft” (that will always be changing) were given out to the 

municipalities.  The Outreach Plan will be included in the appendix of the 2015 annual report that will cover this 

permit term.   

 

Marge said she was sent a letter from McDaniel College, creative writing curriculum, requesting possible use of 

interns that could assist with web sites, reports, etc. that she would forward to county staff . 

 

Glenn distributes educational materials to the municipalities on a yearly basis.  Additional material prepared for 

the workshop will be included this year.  Glenn encouraged the municipalities to include some of the materials 

in their newsletters.  Dick Swanson asked for digital copies so they could be added to their web sites.  Glenn 

said these materials were included available on the County’s web site but he would send them whatever they 

needed. 

 

The Business Workshop was rescheduled to January 5, 2016 due to low registration; there are only 10 – 12 

people registered.  She asked the municipalities to contact their businesses directly and encourage them to 

attend.   She gave out flyers for the municipalities to distribute to their businesses.  

 

Town Project Status – Gale Engles 

Gale gave an update on the municipal restoration projects; attached if the project status.   

 

Other:  
Brenda is working on the Milestone update for the WIP. 

 

Glenn reminded everyone that the NPDES Annual Training would be held on November 6, at Bear Branch 

Nature Center.  He also asked everyone to return their survey for the NPDES report to him.  A draft of the report 

is scheduled for early December. 

 

Glenn said an Commercial/Industrial survey identifying potential pollutant sources will be started in November.  

There are approximately 300 County businesses that will be evaluated during the MS4 permit period. 

 

Tom said the Restoration Plans have been deferred to June 2016, while in litigation. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 3:37 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for November 18, in Room 105 at 2:30. 


