Frequently Asked Questions for carrollrezoning.org Website
(1) I own property in Carroll County. How will I be affected by this effort?
The way in which you will be impacted depends on the location of your property, its zoning,
and its future land designation on the recently adopted County Master Plan or Freedom
Community Comprehensive Plan (currently under consideration). If you are located within a
municipality, you are NOT impacted at all by this effort. If you are outside of a municipality
in a commercial or industrial zoning district or have a future land use designation of
commercial, industrial or employment campus on one of the above-mentioned Plans, the
proposed changes to the zoning text at this time MAY impact your property. If you are in a
residential, agricultural, or conservation zoning category, the proposal under consideration
at this time does NOT impact you. Changes to the regulations in these zoning categories will
be proposed over the next year which MAY impact you. The Zoning Map for the County will
not be amended until the new zoning regulations are adopted by the Board of County
Commissioners. These changes will be based on the future land use recommendations in
the Master and Comprehensive Plans. Impacted property owners will be informed by mail
of the proposed change in zoning at that time.
(2) Why is it necessary to change the zoning regulations?
The zoning regulations were written over fifty years ago, with few comprehensive changes
made to keep up with changes in development and market trends. As a result, it is difficult
for citizens to interpret the outdated land uses, identify all of the applicable regulations,
and understand the obsolete language. In addition, it is necessary to change the regulations
for the commercial zoning districts because the new Master and Comprehensive Plans
created three zoning districts where there are currently only two. The recommendations of
the Plans cannot be realized without the creation of the three districts commercial districts.
(3) When will the remaining zoning text changes be available to the public?
The remaining zoning districts will soon be considered by the staff group, (the Concept
Team), that drafted the commercial, industrial, and employment campus districts currently
being reviewed. The initial proposal will then be vetted by a focus group, and forwarded to
the Planning Commission and ultimately, the Board of County Commissioners. It is
anticipated that the order of consideration will be residential, agricultural, and conservation
zones. Signing up for email updates at carrollrezoning.org will ensure that you are aware of
all proposals as they become available.

(4) Will I be getting postcards in the mail throughout the process?
The postcard that all property owners received in January, 2018 was intended to kick off the
entire effort and ensure that all citizens are aware of this project from the beginning, and
will not be repeated. However, you are encouraged to sign up for regular email updates at
carrollrezoning.org. The progress of the zoning text changes, and at a later date, the zoning
map amendments, will be communicated via these emails, the County’s Facebook page and
Twitter, press releases to the local news organizations, and information provided to the
County’s senior and community centers and libraries.

