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Solar Surface Area Requirements in Residential 
Districts 
The EAC reviewed options for surface area 
requirements for solar systems in residential 
districts and recommended an amendment to the 
surface area limits of 120 square feet.  The EAC 
researched requirements in other Maryland 
counties, as well as other jurisdictions around the 
country, and forwarded its findings and 
recommendations to the Board in April 2016.  The 

Carroll County Planning Commission reviewed the 
EAC recommendation on June 29 and August 3 
and concurred.  The Board held a public hearing 
on October 13, and adopted the amendment with 
a minor revision on October 27, 2016. 
COMPLETED 
 
2016 Environmental Awareness Awards   
In January 2016, the EAC initiated outreach 
efforts to seek nominations for the 2016 Awards.  
Nominations were reviewed in March and 
winners in each category chosen.  The EAC and 
Board jointly presented the winners with their 
awards on April 21, 2016. 
COMPLETED 

 
2016 Arbor Day Celebration 
The EAC organized and held a tree planting 
ceremony at Carroll Community College on April 
29, 2016.  Trees were planted in the grove behind 
the college to recognize Arbor Day and to honor 
the Environmental Awareness Awards winners.  
Commissioners Doug Howard and Richard 
Weaver, Community College Vice President Alan 
Schuman, and award winners, Brett Hackett and 
Don West, participated in the ceremony with EAC 
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members, Karen Leatherwood and Sandy Zebal. 
COMPLETED 

 
Business Community MS4 Workshop 
Carroll County’s and its municipalities’ MS4 
permit requires implementation of a 
public education and outreach 
program to reduce stormwater 
pollutants, including providing 
information regarding water 
quality issues to the regulated 
community.  As part of its public 
outreach charge, the EAC members worked 
closely with the County’s EAC Staff Liaison and 
the NPDES Compliance Specialist to plan an 
educational workshop.  The workshop was held 
on January 5, 2016. Thirteen business members 
attended, along with several municipalities, 
County staff, and EAC members.  The workshop 
will be held again in 2018. 
COMPLETED 
 

Lightweight Aggregate Fact Sheet 
Commissioners Weaver and Rothschild requested 
that the EAC research lightweight aggregate as it 
relates to its application to the use of dredge 
materials in relation to sediment deposition 
behind the Conowingo Dam.  The EAC researched 
the topic and developed a brief fact sheet, which 
covers what it is, how it may be used in this 
context, and political benefits and challenges of 
implementation.  The completed fact sheet was 
forwarded to the Board on November 3, 2016. 
COMPLETED 

 
General Public MS4 Workshop 
The MS4 permit also requires 
implementation of the 
public education and 
outreach program to 
include information to the 
general public.  The EAC 
initiated the process to 
develop and hold an educational event to which 
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the general public would be invited to participate 
to learn the benefits of these practices and 
possible ways to implement them at their own 
homes and properties.  This event will be held on 
Saturday, March 18, 2017, in the Great Hall at 
Carroll Community College from 10 AM to 12 PM.  
The EAC continues to work on the logistical 
arrangements, advertising, and securing speakers. 
IN PROGRESS 
 
2017 Work Plan 
The EAC developed a proposed work plan for 
projects to be completed during the 2017 
calendar year.  
The EAC 
approved the 
proposed 
work plan on 
November 15, 
2016.  It will 
be finalized 
pending 
additional 
projects 
requested by 
the Board and 
concurrence at 
the annual 
joint meeting 
in January 
2017. 
PENDING BOARD CONCURRENCE 
 
Solid Waste Committee Service on Solid Waste 
Advisory Council (SWAC): 
Two members of the EAC’s Solid Waste 
Committee continued to serve on the Solid Waste 
Advisory Council, which is facilitated by 
Department of Public Works (DPW) staff.  The 
group serves in an advisory capacity to the DPW 
regarding implementation of recommendations 
from the Solid Waste Work Group’s report, input 
on potential capital projects and future 
directions, as well as public outreach efforts.  The 

EAC Committee members serve as liaisons 
between the two groups to allow for additional 
collaboration and input.   
ONGOING  
 

 
 :   Business MS4 Workshop

 Advertising, materials, and logistical / 
administrative details were developed and 
implemented.   

 The workshop was held on January 5, 
2016.   

 Residential Solar Surface Area Size 
:   Requirements

 After researching requirements in other 
jurisdictions, the EAC prepared a report of 
findings and recommendation, which it 
approved on April 20 and subsequently 
forwarded to the Board.   

 The EAC briefed the Board on May 12.   
 Per the Board’s direction, the EAC 

discussed its recommendation with the 
Planning Commission on June 29 and 
August 3; the Planning Commission 
concurred with the recommendations.   

 The Board held a public hearing on 
October 13 and adopted the amendment 
on October 27, 2016. 

 :   Lightweight Aggregate Fact Sheet
 The EAC researched operations where 

LWA is manufactured from dredged 
materials.  Harbor Rock and Maryland Port 
Administration presented to the EAC to 
provide additional information.   

 The EAC developed a fact sheet and 
approved it on October 19, 2016, to be 
sent to the Board. 

 :   Environmental Awareness Awards
 The EAC publicly launched the nomination 

forms in January.   
 The EAC members reviewed the 

nominations and selected winners.   
 The EAC and Board jointly presented the 
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awards to winners on April 21, 2016. 
 :   Work Plan

 In October and November, the EAC 
drafted a proposed 2017 work plan in 
preparation for the annual joint meeting 
with the Board, to be scheduled in January 
2017.   

 The EAC approved its proposed work plan 
(pending Board concurrence) on 
November 15, 2016.  

 :  Annual Report
 The 2016 annual report to the Board was 

drafted and reviewed in November. 
 The EAC approved the report on 

November 15, 2016.  
 

 
Part of the EAC’s charge is public education on 
environmental issues that are pertinent to Carroll 
County.  In 2017, EAC members participated in 
the following public education activities: 
 January:  Business Community MS4 Workshop 

 May:  Volunteered @ Westminster Flower & 
Jazz Festival 

 September:  Volunteered @ Sykesville Harvest 
Festival 

 

 
The following concerns or issues were brought to 
the EAC’s attention.  The EAC responded or 
referred the individuals to the appropriate 
agencies. 
 October:  Residential solar size requirements 
 

 
 July:  Lightweight Aggregate – Harbor Rock 

(Jeff Otto) 
 August:  Lightweight Aggregate – Maryland 

Port Administration (Kristen Weiss Fidler) 
 September:  Energy Saver Loan Program 

(Andrea Gerhard) 

 

 

Member Action Term Expiration 

Curtis Barrett 
Ellen Cutsail 
David Hynes 
Amy Krebs 
Karen Leatherwood 
Frank Vleck 
Sandy Zebal 

 Served as current members through the year. 
 Karen Leatherwood and David Hynes continued to serve as 

Chair and Vice Chair, respectively. 

-- 

Murray Kenyon  Appointed February 4, 2016; replaced Melvin Baile 
 Resigned March 14, 2016; other commitments 

January 31, 2020 
March 14, 2016 

Richard Lord  Appointed February 4, 2016; replaced George Schooley 
 Officially removed from roster for lack of response & 

attendance 

September 30, 2017 
June 2016 

Frank Vleck  1st term expires January 31, 2017; recommend reappointment January 31, 2017 

Vacancies 2 vacancies to be filled – as of December 22, 2016  
 


