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Carroll County 
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

Karen L. Merkle, Chair 

Jim Johnson, Vice Chair 
Tuesday, April 8, 2008,  @ 6:30 p.m. 
Room 003/004, Carroll County Office 

Building (COB) 
 

Cynthia M. Parr 

Chief, Administrative Services 

225 N Center Street, Room 300 

Westminster, MD 21157-5194 

Telephone:  410-386-2232 

Fax:  410-386-2485 

cparr@ccg.carr.org 

 

Members Present:       Members Absent:  

Karen Merkle, Chair       Robyn Gilden 
Jim Johnson   Dan Andrews   
Kim Petry   Chris Spaur 
Brian Rhoten   Sher Horosko 
David Pyatt  
 
County Government: 
Cynthia Parr, County EAC Liaison     Ann L. Baugher, Secretary to EAC 
Terri Jones, Esquire, Deputy County Attorney    

 

The Press:  

Carrie Knauer, Carroll County Times 
     
Other Attendees: 

Ellen Cutsail, Union Bridge Council \    Vincent DiPietro, resident 
David & Carolyn Solomon, residents 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CALL TO ORDER - Ms. Karen Merkle, Chair, officially called the April 8, 2008, meeting to order at 
6:31 p.m. 
 
Ms. Merkle then asked for approval of the March 11, 2008, minutes. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MOTION NO. 49-08:  Motion was made by David Pyatt, seconded by 
Jim Johnson, approving the minutes as presented.  Motion carried. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS – Chair Merkle announced communications received since the March, 2008 
meeting. 

1) 3/24/08 – Letter sent on behalf of the EAC to the BOC as a follow up of their 
recommendations on Solid Waste Management, of which all members received a copy 

2) 4-4-08 – e-mail received by DPW with an attachment to comment on the Draft Comprehensive 
Recycling Program Workplan.  Chair Merkle asked members to forward comments to Frank 
Schaeffer, DPW. 

 

OPEN FORUM – 1) Vince DiPietro shared his solution to recycling and expressed his disappointment in 
the County only recycling 20 to 30% of household waste.  Mr. DiPietro suggested the County tax those 
who do not recycle since it is not fair to those who practice recycling.  
 
2) David Solomon stated he wanted to dovetail on Mr. DiPietro’s solution to SW issues using San Jose, 
CA 62% current recycling rate with a goal of 100% in 15 years, that the County can do better.  The “more 
you throw, the more you pay, and the more you recycle, you pay less”.  He left the Council with copies of 
San Jose’s Green Vision and Green Government and an audio tape of his interviews with two (2) San Jose 
officials that Cindy Parr will distribute to all members. 
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UPDATES: 

Environmental Awareness Awards – Ms. Kim Petry will e-mail the members announcing the winners 
of this year’s awards and encouraged the Council to attend the Thursday, April 10, 2008 ceremony to be 
held at 11:15 a.m. in Room 311, if their schedule permits. 
 
Bruceville Road – Ms. Cindy Parr gave the Council an update since the last meeting that the BOC have 
been briefed on the Bruceville Road situation, looking at it from a point of a declaratory ruling.  Ms. Terri 
Jones, Esquire added the Zoning Administration has the ability to look at each day as a separate incident 
but State law caps the fine amount at up to $500.00 per day per violation.  The BZA will hear Mr. 
Mehring’s appeal on April 23, 2008 at 9:30 a.m., with some Bruceville Road residents testifying.  Ms. 
Jones stated Mr. Mehring paid all outstanding fines.  County staff will put together a declaratory ruling 
with criteria as to egregious offenses and repeat offenses so as to avoid claims of selective enforcement or 
arbitrary and capricious application.  The ruling will be presented to the BOC for their review and/or 
approval.   
 
Cool Counties Committee – Dan Andrews advised the Council he is beginning to collect information on 
recycling of CFLs and long tube lights.  He found a website known as Partners in Planet Protection 
www.4pipp.com where CFLs cost $ 0.80 each to be shipped to New York for disposal.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – None 
 

ADJOURN:  MOTION NO. 50-08:  Motion made by Jim Johnson, seconded by Sher Horosko to 
adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 6:54 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 
 The next regularly scheduled meeting, an afternoon meeting, will be held Tuesday, May 13, 

2008, at 3:00 p.m. in Room 003/004. 
 

 
 

Please inform the secretary if you are unable to attend 
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