
 

 1 

Carroll County 
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

Robyn Gilden, Chair 
Kim Petry, Vice Chair 

Tuesday, May 12, 2009, @ 3:00 p.m. 
Room 003/004, Carroll County Office 

Building (COB) 
 

Cynthia M. Parr 

Chief, Administrative Services 

225 N Center Street, Room 300 

Westminster, MD 21157-5194 

Telephone:  410-386-2232 

Fax:  410-386-2485 

cparr@ccg.carr.org 

 

Members Present:       Members Absent:  

Robyn Gilden, Chair       Richard Haddad    

Karen Merkle       Chris Spaur 

Dan Andrews        

Sandy Zebal 

Brian Rhoten 

David Pyatt 

 

County Government: 

Cynthia Parr, County EAC Liaison     Ann L. Baugher, Recording Secretary to EAC 

Neil Ridgely, Sustainability Coordinator    Commissioner Michael Zimmer  

Amanda Miller, Asst. to Comm. Zimmer 

 

Other Attendees: 

Jon Richardson, CCHD      Edmund Klebe, resident 

Robert & Judy Spindler, residents     John Stephens, resident 

Carrie Knauer, Carroll County Times     Ellen Cutsail, Town of Union Bridge 

Mary Anne Kowalski, resident 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CALL TO ORDER - Ms. Robyn Gilden, Chair, officially called the May 12, 2009, meeting to order at 

3:00 p.m. asking for approval of the April 14, 2009, minutes.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MOTION NO.79 -09:  Motion was made by Karen Merkle, seconded by 

David Pyatt, approving the minutes with the following edits:  Page 2 - 4
th

 bullet from the bottom, the word 

“perceived” was added after “County’s”; Page 3 – under “Review of J. Michael Evans’ letter to the 

EAC dated April 6, 2009”, last sentence, after “200 million” add the word “more”; Page 3 – under 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: - first sentence add behind Powell the word “also”; after copies, add a comma 

and the word “and; delete the word including.  Motion carried. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS – 1) Chair Gilden announced future agendas will have the Open Forum after 

Presentations.  2)  Mr. Edmund Klebe’s e-mail received late on April 14, 2009, to Ms. Cindy Parr was 

distributed to Council members.  3)  EAC members have until July 10, 2009, to comment on Carroll’s 

Pathway regarding the “Comprehensive Plan” at carrollpathway.org. 

 

Ms. Neil Ridgely, Sustainability Coordinator asked the Council to consider having the July, 2009, EAC 

evening meeting jointly with a panel comprised of experts in the green building field.  The EAC asked a 

few questions of Mr. Ridgely then consented to setting aside the July EAC meeting for a LEED panel 

discussion.   

 

OPEN FORUM – None 
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Old Business:   

 

Environmental Awards Ceremony - Kim Petry announced the 2009 Environmental Awareness Award 

winners – Individual – Melissa Melum; Institutional – Eldersburg Elementary School; Agriculture – 

Robert W. Fischer; Business – Karen & Bob Leatherwood; and Student – Amy Conaway.  The ceremony 

was held on Thursday, May 7, 2009, in Room 311, at 10:00 am, with all winners and two honorable 

mention recipients in attendance. 

 

Ms. Petry thanked her committee – Sandy Zebal and Robyn Gilden and County staff for their help in the 

2009 awards. 

 

The EAC was in agreement with updating the 2010 Environmental Awareness Award criteria to include 

K-12 plus part-time and full-time undergraduate students that Kim Petry proposed. 

 

Airport Environmental Assessment – Robyn Gilden, Karen Merkle, Sandy Zebal and David Pyatt 

toured the Carroll County Regional Airport (CCRA) on May 6, 2009 along with Commissioner Zimmer 

and other County personnel, Cindy Parr, James Slater, Joe McKelvey and Colleen Angstadt of Delta 

Airport Consultants, Inc. regarding the airport environmental assessment.   

 

Ms. Parr advised the EAC after the final Environmental Assessment (EA) is released and the Board of 

Commissioners is briefed, they will vote.  If the vote is to proceed, it will move to a Public Hearing, 

possibly by mid-to-late June. 

 

The EAC discussed safety in longer runways, high number of local businesses regularly using the airport, 

potential lack of increased noise with an enhanced runway, wetlands can be mitigated with the EAC’s 

desire to weigh in on this process, consequences of living near an airport or any public venue, the need to 

meet FAA runway standards and incorporating “not meeting standards” issues addressed during this 

expansion rather than cost to address these issues twice, and collectively understanding neighbors 

concerns and the potential for property owners surrounding the CCRA to stay involved.   

 

Mr. Dan Andrews inquired if the storm drain issues presented at the April 14, 2009 meeting have been 

addressed.  Ms. Parr indicated they have or are being addressed at this time and were not related to the 

airport expansion. 

 

Several comments by attendees were heard and much discussion among the Council followed concluding 

collectively their support of satisfaction with the Environmental Assessment (EA) and wanting to be 

involved throughout the project, if it is voted on favorably to proceed.   

 

Mr. David Pyatt presented a motion. 

AIRPORT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT RECOMMDENDATION TO THE BOC -  
MOTION NO.80 -09:  Motion was made by David Pyatt, seconded by Sandy Zebal, to forward an e-mail 

to the Board of Commissioners summarizing the EAC’s comments about the Environmental Assessment 

and the Council’s desire to be involved and comment on the permitting process throughout the project.   

Motion carried. 

 

Several anti-airport expansion residents spoke to the EAC regarding additional concerns not discussed by 

the EAC, which included traffic increase on Route 97 and concerns raised many times during previous 

meetings that are beyond the scope of weighing in on the EA; however, the Council decided to look into 

the issue raised regarding de-icing further. 
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Chair Gilden asked the EAC to forward all of their comments and together with the comments included in 

these minutes, Ms. Gilden will forward the concerns to the BOC via e-mail. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: - None 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS – Issues for future consideration - None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – The next regularly scheduled meeting, an afternoon meeting, will be held 

Tuesday, June 9, 2009, at 3:00 p.m. in Room 003/004. 

 

ADJOURN:  MOTION NO. 81-09:  Motion made by Sandy Zebal, seconded by Karen Merkle to 

adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m.  Motion carried. 

  

 
 

 

Please inform the secretary if you are unable to attend 
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