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Carroll County 
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

Sandra Zebal, Chair 
Kim Petry, Vice Chair 

Tuesday, May 10, 2011, @ 6:30 p.m. 
Room 003/004, Carroll County Office 

Building (COB) 
 

Cynthia M. Parr, Chief 

Administrative Services 

225 N Center Street,  

Westminster, MD 21157-5194 

Telephone:  410-386-2232 

Fax:  410-386-2485 

cparr@ccg.carr.org 

 

Members Present: Members Absent:  

Sandra Zebal, Chair              Brian Rhoten   

Chris Spaur               Other Attendees: 

Dan Andrews  Ellen Cutsail, Union Bridge    

David Pyatt  Sarah Peterson, South Carroll High School 

Karen Merkle            

Kim Petry                

Robyn Gilden             

County Government:             
Cynthia Parr, County EAC Liaison   

Cindy Myers-Crumbacker, Recording Secretary 

Maria Myers, Recycling Co-ordinator Carroll County 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
CALL TO ORDER - Ms. Sandra Zebal, Chair, officially called the May 10, 2011, meeting to order at 

6:30 p.m. asking for approval of the March 8, 2011 minutes.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MOTION NO.  126 -11:  Motion was made by Robyn Gilden, seconded 

by Dan Andrews, approving the minutes.  Motion carried. 

  

Sandra also pointed out that a Secretary’s Note had been added to the January minutes referring to the 

Attachment of Brian Rhoten’s notes from the waste subcommittee’s discussion on Baltimore County’s 

practices. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS –   

 

1. Robyn was contacted by Steve Powell in January stating that he will let the council know 

when the Tree Committee’s recommendation on the ordinance change is on the Agenda and if 

someone needs to attend. The Budget has top priority right now. Cindy Parr advised Robyn to 

send the information again to Steve Powell and Tim Burke. 

2. Karen Merkle asked if any communication had been received regarding filling the open 

position on the council and will current members be notified of the term expirations. Dan 

Andrews and Karen Merkle’s terms are expiring in July of this year. The Council voiced their 

wishes that these two members would accept re-appointment. They feel it would be a great 

loss if Dan and Karen were not to stay on.  

 

PRESENTATIONS:  
 

 (Tonight’s meeting is not being video broadcast due to staff shortages. Cindy Parr informed the 

Council that another video person will be starting on May 26 and future meetings may be taped.)  
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1. Maria Myers – Carroll County Recycling Coordinator  
Ms. Myers spoke to the council about how the recycling efforts are progressing. She gave 

everyone handouts with information showing an increase from 2008 to 2009 of diverted 

tonnage of trash. All 3 haulers in the County showed an increase. Most recent MDE figures are 

from 2009. 

A grant received was used to purchase bins for Carroll County residents. They were all 

given out and requests for larger bins were received. 

A new brochure to encourage business recycling is being produced through the Carroll 

County Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development. Multi-family units are starting to 

recycle. Restaurant composting is being encouraged. 

A fluorescent bulb program has been mandated by the state. Chris Spaur informed the 

Council that button cell batteries have more mercury than bulbs. Discussion followed 

regarding recycling batteries. A Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Day is scheduled for May 14. (See 

Carroll County web-site for more information) 

The Swap Shop at the Carroll County Landfill is now manned by Goodwill. Safety reasons 

were mentioned as one reason for this change. Styrofoam collection is to be added and cooking 

oil for bio-duel collection is continuing. 

Maria informed the Council that she received certification as a Master Composter last 

month. 

Freedom Elementary School is beginning to compost. Mt. Airy Elementary School Green 

Team has made a video about recycling that will be used as an educational tool.  

A Guide to Recycling booklet is coming to the Web and there is now a Facebook page – 

Carroll County Maryland Office of Recycling. 

Maria now has a volunteer in her office to work on events and brochures. 

Ms. Zebal expressed a concern about the shortfall in the cost of recycling in 2010. Ms. 

Myers explained that this is partially due to the cost of staff and equipment. In addition, she 

said that due to the contract the county has with Recycle America we are not able to shop 

around for better pricing on recyclables. 

2. Emily Peterson – South Carroll High School Student 
Ms. Peterson came back to the Council to update them on her progress with composting at 

South Carroll High School. Students built a facility for composting. Aluminum was donated 

from State Highway Administration to make the 12’ x 6’ structure. Food scraps and mulch are 

layered and a bucket loader is used to turn the compost. Emily is graduating this year and will 

be attending St. Mary’s College with a biology major. The school has an Environmental Club 

that will be taking over the composting responsibility. Another contact is Science Teacher, Ms. 

Plaskowitz. 

Ms. Peterson informed the council that Allegheny County has an energy manager for the 

schools and expressed her opinion that it would be a benefit for CCPS to do the same. 

 

OPEN FORUM 

 
 Nothing to report. 

        

OLD BUSINESS –  

 
1. Tree Committee – Brian Rhoten via e-mail – 
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Sandy/Cindy 
  
I am not going to make this evenings meeting. Sorry. 
  
Related to the last two tree commission meetings, arbor day went well.  
  
The last subcommittee meeting we talked about many of the commissioners suggested changes to the landscape 
ordinances, and the general concensus of the tree commission subcommittee was that we should not support 
removing the street tree requirements. Currently the ordinance states that a major tree be planted every 40 feet, we 
suggest reducing the spacing to 50 feet, which will be 25% LESS trees required. The ordinance currently states 
that a minor tree be planted every 20 feet, we suggest reducing this spacing to 25 feet, 20% LESS trees required, 
but completely eliminating street tree requirements was not supported by anyone at the last subcommittee 
meeting. Another major component was the bonding to the developer being returned after planting was completed, 
our suggestion was to return 65% of the bond after planting (inspection) and 35% after inspection and survival of all 
of the plants after one year. To require plants, but not hold a bond on their survival will not encourage high quality 
stock or installation precautions. This is about all we discussed and got concensus on at the last meeting. Hopefully 
we can produce a letter from the EAC to the commissioners suggesting against their proposed changes. Even if 
they don't change their minds, we will have made our position known. If you want, you can use this as summary of 
our discussion.  
  
Thanks, 
B 
  

Brian Rhoten 

Baltimore Office Manager 

Maryland Licensed Tree Expert #343 

ISA Board Certified Master Arborist MA0294B 

  

Bartlett Tree Experts 

2950 C Industrial Park Drive 

Finksburg, MD 21048 
Office: (410) 526-6655 

Cell: (410) 977-0825 

Fax: (410) 526-4757 

E-mail: brhoten@bartlett.com 

Website: www.bartlett.com 

 

MOTION 127-11- Motion made by Dave Pyatt, seconded by Kim Petry, to revise Brian Rhoten’s e-

mail to form a letter to Commissioners with Sandra’s signature against the proposal of the Economic 

Relief Package and Landscape Manual Code Changes. Motion carried. 

 
NEW BUSINESS- 

  

MOTION 128-11  - Motion made by Dan Andrews, seconded by Karen Merkle to change back to 

monthly meetings. Motion carried. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS – 

  

1. Robyn Gilden would like to know why the Finksburg Exxon closed. Concern was also 

expressed by council members about the alleged contamination of the well at the Finksburg 

Library. 
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2. Dan Andrews informed the Council of the upcoming “Go Local Fair” at the Farm Museum on 

May 21
st
 sponsored by Waste Not Carroll. 

3. Robyn also reminded everyone of the upcoming Airport Public Meeting on Tuesday, May 17 

at 6:30 at Carroll Community College and asked for an update on the Airport Community 

Advisory Group meeting.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Sandra Zebal announced the next meeting will be held Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

at 3:00 p.m. in Room 003/004 of the County Office Building. 

.  

ADJOURN:  MOTION NO. 129-11:  Motion made by Karen Merkle, seconded by Dave Pyatt, to 

adjourn.  Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.   

  

 
 

Please inform the secretary if you are unable to attend 
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