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Carroll County 
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

Sandra Zebal, Chair 
Kim Petry, Vice Chair 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011, @ 3:00 p.m. 
Room 003/004, Carroll County Office 

Building (COB) 
 

Cynthia M. Parr, Chief 

Administrative Services 

225 N Center Street,  

Westminster, MD 21157-5194 

Telephone:  410-386-2232 

Fax:  410-386-2485 

cparr@ccg.carr.org 

 

Members Present: Members Absent:  
Sandra Zebal, Chair              Kim Petry   

Brian Rhoten 

Chris Spaur               Other Attendees: 

Dan Andrews  Ellen Cutsail, Union Bridge    

David Pyatt  Donna Davis, MD Forestry Board 

Karen Merkle                     

Robyn Gilden             

County Government:             

Cynthia Parr, County EAC Liason   

Cindy Myers-Crumbacker, Recording Secretary 

Jonathan Scruggs, County Attorney 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CALL TO ORDER - Ms. Sandra Zebal, Chair, officially called the June 14, 2011, meeting to order at 

3:00 p.m. asking for approval of the May 10, 2011 minutes.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MOTION NO.  130-11:  Motion was made by Robyn Gilden, seconded 

by Dan Andrews, approving the May 10, 2011 minutes.  Motion carried. 

  

COMMUNICATIONS –   

 

 1.  Chair, Sandy Zebal read a letter sent to the Council from Commissioner Doug Howard, 

President in response to the letter sent by the Council regarding the Landscape Manual changes. 

(See attachments) Sandy also commented that the letter sent by the Council was not read at the 

hearing. 

2.  Robyn Gilden received an e-mail from Steve Powell stating that he will send the Tree 

Committee’s recommendation on the ordinance change on to staff to put on the Agenda however 

she has not received any more information. 

3.   Cindy Parr forwarded the e-mail she received with information regarding a nominee for the 

open position on the Council. The by-laws state that a person shall not serve more than 2 

consecutive terms. Karen Merkle will be finishing her second term July, 2011 and Dan will be 

finishing his first term July, 2011. Cindy Parr informed the Council that the Commissioners are 

not bound to re-appoint a member. Karen Merkle is willing to fill the vacant position left by 

Richard Haddad until someone is appointed. 

4.   Cindy Parr informed the Council that she is leaving County Government effective August 1. 

She told the Council that Commissioner President Doug Howard will be attending the July 

meeting. She does not know who the new liason will be. 

5.    Dave Pyatt attended a meeting in Mt. Airy that Commissioner Frazier & Shumaker were also 

attending. In conversation with Commissioner Frazier after the meeting, they were remembering 

when she was a previous advisor to the EAAB which is now the EAC. Dave voiced a request that 

the Commissioners all receive an invitation to EAC meetings. Cindy Parr noted that the Agenda is 

circulated and it is up to the Commissioners to decide if they wish to attend the meeting. 
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PRESENTATIONS:  
 

 Jon Richardson – Carroll County Health Dept.  

Mr. Richardson was not present, so Cindy Parr gave information that was received through 

e-mails with Mr. Richardson. He will be sending a report electronically regarding MTBE's 

In response to the Council’s request for information why the Finksburg Exxon had closed, Mr. 

Richardson’s response was that was the owner’s decision. In response to the concern that the 

Finksburg Library well is contaminated, Cindy Parr read Mr. Richardson’s e-mail response. 

(See attachment) 

Donna Davis – Maryland Forestry Board 

Ms. Davis read the State Ordinance Abatement of Nuisance regarding mowing a 50’ 

perimeter around property of more than 1 acre. This applies County wide with properties of 

less than one acre needing to be mowed to shorter than 12” so as not to be considered a 

nuisance. The Health Department is the enforcement agency. Donna would like to see the 50’ 

perimeter reduced.  She feels that this policy runs counter to the educational efforts of various 

agencies, such as the Forestry Board, which attempt to encourage landowners to preserve 

wildlife habitat, promote growth of desirable native grasses and trees as well as reduce 

emissions by reducing mowing. Cindy Parr said that changes were suggested to the last 

delegation but no action was taken. The Ag Community was concerned with damage to crops 

with a 50’ border on the property. Dan Andrews mentioned that there are health issues from 

tall grass such as allergies. Brian Rhoten volunteered that the Tree Commission will discuss 

this at the next Tree meeting. A suggestion was made that the Tree Commission keep a list of 

weeds that are a violation. 

Chris Spaur noted that unmowed grass in neighborhoods is considered an eye sore and 

may impact adjacent property values, unmowed grass can pose a safety hazard if it blocks 

visibility for cars, and that there are listed noxious weeds that would be a concern when 

present.  Otherwise, meadows do not really pose a health threat to adjacent residents.   He 

suggested that the Health Department interpret the county ordinance according to its intent to 

protect citizen's health and safety, and extend this to include neighborhood aesthetics, but 

otherwise not enforce the ordinance when a landowner's purpose is to grow a meadow.  

  

OPEN FORUM 

 

 Nothing to report. 

        

OLD BUSINESS –  

 

1. Tree Committee – Brian Rhoten 

 Brian reported that Jon Bowman, County Forestry Specialist and Gale Engles, Bureau 

Chief of Resource Management are working on getting grant money for planting Stream Buffers. 

He informed the Council that the next Tree Commission meeting is July 6 in Room 205 of the 

County Office Building. The meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month in Room 205 

of the County Office Building. Brian also announced that a Forestry Workshop will be held on 

Friday, October 7 at Carroll Community College. Karen Merkle suggested that developers should 

be invited to this workshop.  

 

2. Solid Waste Management – Karen Merkle 

 Karen reported that no meeting was held. A report will be ready for the next meeting. 
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NEW BUSINESS- 

  

1. Cindy Parr advised the Council to prepare for Commissioner Howard’s visit at next month’s 

meeting. After discussion Robyn came up with a template for each member to use which 

included –  

Topic – 

Background – 

EAC Action – 

Outcome – 

 

Topics suggested for each member were: 

Robyn –MTBE's, Quality of Life Issues, Water Conservation, and Health Department Issues; 

Dave – Airport Environmental Review; 

Karen – Incinerator –Solid Waste; 

Brian – BGE Tree Removal Ordinance Changes; 

Kim – Environmental Awards; 

Dan –Cool Counties Agreement, Energy Reduction Task Force; 

Chris – Pathways Master Plan, Public Forum 

            Sandy –  Lehigh emissions, burning of biosolids, proposed conveyor belt, test burn of RDF's 

 

Each member should write a paragraph about a topic using Robyn’s template as a guide and send by e-

mail to Chair Sandy Zebal in one week. She will proof and forward to Cindy Parr by July 5 to preview 

and get to Commissioner Howard before the next meeting. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS – 

  

 Karen Merkle thanked Cindy Parr for all her help and advice as the Council’s liason over the 

years. The Council applauded her in recognition also. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS – Sandra Zebal announced the next meeting will be held Tuesday, July 12, 2011 

at 3:00 p.m. in Room 003/004 of the County Office Building. 

.  

ADJOURN:  MOTION NO. 131-11:  Motion made by Dave Pyatt, seconded by Robyn Gilden, to 

adjourn.  Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.   

  

 
 

Please inform the secretary if you are unable to attend 
 

/Users/SandyZ/Downloads/June 14 2011 Draft Minutes.doc 
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Attachment 1 – Letter from Council to Commissioners 

 

Carroll County 
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Sandra Zebal, Chair 

Kim Petry, Vice Chair 

 

 

Cynthia M. Parr 

Chief, Administrative Services 

225 N Center Street 

Westminster, MD 21157-5194 

Telephone:  410-386-2232 

cparr@ccg.carr.org 

May 11, 2011 

 

Dear Board of Commissioners:   

 

    I am writing to you on behalf of the Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) regarding the proposed Economic 

Relief Package and specifically the proposed changes to the Carroll County Code of Public Laws and Ordinances 

Chapter 134, and to the Carroll County Landscape Manual  addressing the planting of street trees in the land 

development process. The EAC, in accordance with  Carroll County Code of Public Laws and Ordinances Chapter 

16- 4,D* serves as the County’s Tree Commission and as such I am forwarding a recommendation that received  

unanimous support from Council members at our meeting last evening.   

 

 While we appreciate the County’s desire to encourage business growth by removing onerous development barriers, 

we believe that by eliminating the street-trees requirement along with the proposal for an earlier return of the bond 

to the developer for other plantings required will have detrimental results for the County.   In addition to the 

obvious values of landscape beautification and quality of life that trees add to a community, there are other 

contributions of planned tree plantings that need to be considered such as erosion control, CO2 emission control, 

shading for cooling neighborhoods/business parks in the summer and wind screens in colder months.  

The other proposed change to the ordinance that in effect would return the planting bond to the developer 

immediately after planting is completed, will, we believe, discourage the use of high quality plant stock and 

decrease survival probability. 

 

The EAC/Tree Commission is recommending a compromise to the proposed elimination of the street-tree planting 

requirement and proposed changes to the bonding.   

 

Recommendation:   Change the required spacing of major street trees to every  

50 feet (from current every 40 feet) thereby reducing the number of trees required by 25%; change 

the required spacing of minor trees to every 25 feet (from current every 20 feet) resulting in 20% 

fewer trees required. Additionally, we recommend that rather than proposed 100% of the bond 

being returned to the developer upon completion of planting,  that 65% be returned after inspection 

of the initial planting and  35% returned after one year following inspection and verification of plant 

survival.  

 
  Economic development and sound environmental planning can and must co-exist if we are to be successful in 

holding on to all the best the County has to offer our current and future residents and employers.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of our recommendation. The EAC/Tree Commission members and I will be 

available to discuss this with you further if you would like to do so. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sandra Zebal 

Chair, Environmental Advisory Council 
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Attachment 2 – Letter to Council from Commissioner Howard 
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Attachment 3 – Jon Richardson’s (Carroll County Health Department) e-mail response to Council 

questions 

 
From: Jon Richardson [mailto:jrichardson@dhmh.state.md.us]  

Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 11:50 AM 
To: Myers-Crumbacker, Cindy 

Cc: Parr, Cynthia; spzebal@yahoo.com 

Subject: Re: EAC meeting 

 

Cindy, 
  

I was under the impression after speaking to Cindy (Parr) that they wanted the semi-annual MTBE update, so now 
I'm confused.   

  
We (the Health Dept.) didn't have anything to do with Finksburg Exxon closing.  I assume that was a business 

decision made by the owners.  They were required to submit something in writing to us saying they were closing 

so we could de-activate their food and water files.   
  

As far as the library is concerned, that issue is bacterial and still on-going.  It has yet to be resolved but it appears 
that it is the result of a malfunctioning ultraviolet disinfection system.  The original sample we took from the raw 

tap did not have bacteria in it.  The bacteria only showed up in the sample taken after UV disinfection which 

typically means it is coming from somewhere w/in the water distribution system and not from the well itself.  We 
have informed Mr. Worth Kerr with Carroll County of this issue and he is working to correct it.  I can recite all this 

tomorrow at the meeting and maybe provide another detail or two if you want.  That wouldn't be a problem but as 
I told Cindy this morning I can't stay past 4 pm tomorrow so I would have to speak before then. 

  

Just let me know. 
  

Thanks, 
Jon 

  
Jon Richardson 

Water Quality Supervisor 

Carroll County Health Department 
410-876-4893 

 

 


