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Carroll County 
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

Sandra Zebal, Chair 
Kim Petry, Vice Chair 

Tuesday, August 9, 2011, @ 3:00 p.m. 
Room 105, Carroll County Office 

Building  
 

Brenda Dinne, 

Project Coordinator 

Bureau of Land Use,  

Planning and Development 

225 N Center Street,  

Westminster, MD 21157-5194 

Telephone:  410-386-2145 

Fax:  410-386-2924 

mailto:bdinne@ccg.carr.org 
 

Members Present: Members Absent:  

Sandra Zebal, Chair             Kim  Petry, Vice Chair 

Robyn Gilden                

David Pyatt               Other Attendees: 

Brian Rhoten None 

Chris Spaur           

County Government:             

Gale Engles for Tom Devilbiss, County EAC Liason 

Cindy Myers-Crumbacker, Recording Secretary   

Brenda Dinne, Project Coordinator 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CALL TO ORDER - Ms. Sandra Zebal, Chair, officially called the August 9, 2011, meeting to order at 

3:00 p.m. The first item she announced was that a new member has been appointed to the Council. Ms. 

Karen Leatherwood has accepted the appointment. (Ms. Leatherwood gave the Pay As You Throw 

presentation at the March 8, 2011 meeting.)  

Ms. Zebal then asked for approval of the June 14, 2011 minutes.  

1. Recording secretary Cindy Myers-Crumbacker read a paragraph that was sent by e-mail to her 

from Chris Spaur to be included in the June minutes regarding the mowing discussion during Donna 

Davis’ presentation. Gale Engles explained that complaints regarding mowing are given to the Roads 

Department, who send a letter to the property owner. If there is no response, then Zoning is given the 

information for enforcement. There have been no complaints passed on to Zoning recently.  

2. Robyn Gilden asked to have the “Maring Property” removed from page 3 under Item 1 “Topics 

Suggested”.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MOTION NO.  133-11:  Motion was made by Robyn Gilden, seconded 

by Dave Pyatt, approving the June 14, 2011 minutes with the 2 changes.  Motion carried. 

 

 Gale Engles advised that from now on the minutes for approval should be printed with changes in 

red and the person’s name suggesting the change. She also suggested to include the reason of the 

presentation(s) being made at each meeting. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MOTION NO.  134-11:  Motion was made by Brian Rhoten, seconded 

by Robyn Gilden, approving the July 12, 2011 minutes.  Motion carried. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS –   

 

 1.  Ms. Zebal received a brochure from a Security camera company and passed it around. Ms. 

Gilden advised that this does not pertain to this council. 

2.   Ms. Zebal wanted to note that she would like a response from the Commissioners as to why 

Dan Andrews was not appointed to a second term.   
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3.  Ms. Engles read an e-mail from Jim Mirfin, Bureau of Roads, regarding mowing the right-of-

ways (see attachment).  

4.  Ms. Engles handed out a brochure and information sheet regarding the Energy Saver Loan 

Program. (see attachment) . Andrea Gerhard is the staff person assisting with this program. 

5.  Ms. Zebal brought a copy of the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory from 2007 to discuss. 

She will write a letter to the Board of Commissioners to request an update be done on this 

inventory. Brian Rhoten contacted Neil Ridgely, who responded that he is “actively pursuing 

someone interested to put work together.” He advised that the Council should ask for the Board of 

Commissioners blessing.  

6.  At last month’s meeting it was mentioned that there is difficulty finding the Environmental 

Advisory Council’s information on the web page. There is a link from the Bureau of Resource 

Management’s web page. The Environmental Compliance page is now under Planning 

Administration.   

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

 Nothing to report. 

        

OLD BUSINESS –  

 

1. Tree Committee – Brian Rhoten 

 The committee met and discussed: 

1. The Weed Warriors program; how can the EAC help. Can a link be added from the 

EAC web page? Brian Rhoten will write a letter to the Board of Commissioners to ask 

them to encourage public support with no cost involved. 

 

MOTION NO.  135-11:  Motion was made by Brian Rhoten, seconded by Dave Pyatt, to send a letter to 

Steve Powell to support the Weed Warriors program. Motion carried. 

 

2. Emerald Ash Borer – Does County have a stand on treatment? Do we have a tree to 

protect from them? What insecticide can be used? The Tree Committee recommends to 

form a subcommittee to review where ash trees are in Carroll County. Gale suggested 

check with Tom Robertson, County Forester. Ms. Zebal mentioned she would like to 

see the Carroll County Times Newspaper do an article on the Emerald Ash Borer. 

 

2.  Solid Waste Management – Dave Pyatt 

This committee is down to one member. Karen Markle and Dan Andrews are no longer  

members. The subcommittee would like to see a coupon given out for re-cycling bins. 

They were pleased to see that 2 coupons for the landfill were included with this year’s real 

estate tax bills. 

 

NEW BUSINESS- 

  

 Ms. Brenda Dinne was introduced to the group. She is the Special Projects Coordinator for the 

Department of Land Use, Planning, and Development. She gave information about Plan Maryland. Gale 

handed out copies of the comment letter that was sent to Richard Hall, Secretary of the Maryland 

Department of Planning by Tom Devilbiss, Acting Director of Carroll County Land Use, Planning, & 

Development. Ms. Dinne informed the Council that the Board of Commissioners are recommending that 

decisions be made at the local level not the state. They would also like clarification of language. The main 
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areas of concern that they have are approval of permits and water and sewer plans. Comments should be 

mailed from the members of the Council as individuals to the State. The comment period ends September 

1, so there is not enough time for the Council to send comments to the Commissioners first and have them 

sent to the State. The plan is due to the Governor in October.  

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS – Sandra Zebal announced the next meeting will be held Tuesday, September 13, 

2011 at 3:00 p.m. in Room 003/004 of the County Office Building. 

.  

ADJOURN:  MOTION NO. 136-11:  Motion made by Dave Pyatt, seconded by Brian Rhoten, to 

adjourn.  Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m.   

  

 
 

Please inform the secretary if you are unable to attend 
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Cindy, 
 

The Roads Department mows all county road side right-of-ways two to three times a season as time and 
man power allows.  Any road side spraying in the county is done by the Maryland Department of Agriculture in 
partnership with Carroll County in a program call Carroll County Weed Control.  They spray areas of noxious weed 
along county right-of-ways to abate the growth of thistles, johnson grass and shatter cane.  Mr. Peter O. Rupp 
(Weed Control Specialist) is the contact person at the Maryland Department of Agriculture, he heads up the 
program here in the county an can be reached at 240-529-3837.  He would also be the person to talk with about the 
spraying license arrangements. 
 
            If you would have any other questions or concerns don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Thanks 
 
Jim Mirfin 
Roads Administrative Supervisor 
Carroll County Roads Operations 
1250 Old Meadow Branch Road  
Westminster, MD 21158 
410-386-6717  
 

 
From: Myers-Crumbacker, Cindy  

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2011 9:31 AM 
To: Mirfin, James 

Cc: Devilbiss, Thomas S. 

Subject: Maintenance of Right-of-Ways 
 
Hi Jim – Tom Devilbiss asked me to get from you a description of maintenance of right-of-ways and roads that the 
Roads Department performs. Are their guidelines that you follow regarding weed removal, spraying, etc? Does the 
person spraying have to be licensed? By whom? This information has been requested by the Environmental 
Advisory Council. Thank you. 
 

Cindy Myers-Crumbacker 

Office Associate IV 

Bureau of Resource Management 

410-386-2506 

FAX 410-386-2924 

clmyers@ccg.carr.org 
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