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Carroll County 

ENVIRONMENTAL  

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

Sandra Zebal, Chair 

Kim Petry, Vice Chair 

January 10, 2012 3:00 pm 

 225 N Center Street  

Westminster, MD 21157-5194 

Telephone:  410-386-2145 

Fax:  410-386-2924 

eac@ccg.carr.org 

 

Brenda Dinne, Staff Liaison 

Department of Land Use,  

Planning, and Development 

 
Members Present: County Government: 

Sandra Zebal, Chair Commissioner Doug Howard, President  

Robyn Gilden Commissioner Richard Rothschild 

Josh Hatkin  Commissioner Haven Shoemaker   

Suzanne Hill Commissioner David Roush 

Karen Leatherwood              Commissioner Robin Frazier 

Kim Petry               Cindy Myers-Crumbacker, Recording Secretary 

David Pyatt               Brenda Dinne, Special Projects Coordinator 

 

Members Absent: Other Attendees: 
Brian Rhoten Jon Richardson, CC Health Dept. 

Chris Spaur: Ellen Cutsail, Union Bridge  

           

The County Commissioners and EAC members met together to discuss the proposed 2012 Work Plan 

(see attachment), and to report on 2011 projects and issues. The DRAFT Work Plan was discussed first: 

The Energy Use & Cost Savings Project Proposal was discussed with the Commissioners asking 

various questions. Mr. Roush asked if all energy use is being updated. Ms. Zebal answered, “Just the 

county buildings. Not vehicle fuel. Not schools. The ENERNOC and JOHNSON CONTROLS contracts 

will help lower prices.” Mr. Rothschild asked if geo-thermal vs. conventional fuels for schools and other 

facilities had been considered. Mr. Rothschild also said citizens are asking about wind power and other 

alternative sources of energy. He asked if the EAC would consider making recommendations concerning 

residential alternative energy. Mr. Howard asked if there is a time frame to finish this study. Mr. John 

Modica answered that it depends on the availability of the interns from McDaniel College who will be 

volunteering their time to help with this study. The commissioners concurred with going ahead with this 

project. 

 Solid Waste Management was also discussed. Commissioner Howard informed the EAC that a 

forum is being put together to hear from citizens regarding this topic. The Commissioners want to know 

where we were at the beginning; where we are now and what changes have come about. Mr. Pyatt pointed 

out that there are updates to the 2007 findings. The costs are complicated and there are many financial 

variables. Mr. Roush said Frederick County has a different goal than Carroll. Mr. Rothschild pointed out 

that the problem is lack of fuel for an incinerator. Single stream recycling has decreased trash. The 

question is whether to burn, bury or haul. Mr. Howard would like suggestions for speakers for the forum. 

Ms. Zebal suggested Don West or Dan Andrews. The date has not been decided.  

 Environmental Legislation will surely include a bill regarding septic. The EAC needs guidance as 

to what assistance is needed by the Commissioners. (Mr. Roush left the meeting at 3:50). Mr. Rothschild 

asked if we can gather information regarding nitrates getting into the Bay.  

 Other topics are welcome. 

 The Annual Report of EAC activities to the Commissioners discussed by Ms. Zebal included the 

following topics that were brought to the EAC by citizens and the EAC’s resulting actions:  

1. January 2011 – The Tree Commission created a proposal to protect Critical Root Zones. This 

has not been presented to the Commissioners yet, even though Chief of Staff Steve Powell has 

been contacted. Recycling was discussed with the suggestion of a coupon being given with the 



 

 2 

real estate tax bill to be used toward purchasing a recycling tote. March 2011 – Lehigh fuel 

was discussed. June 2011 – Donna Davis requested Landscape Ordinance changes be made 

regarding mowing around trees. July 2011 – We had Carolyn Puckett of the Weed Warrior 

Program educate the Council about noxious weeds. December 2011 – Discussion of Draft 

Work Plan.  

2. Environmental Awareness Awards were presented in April by the Commissioners and the 

EAC. Trees were planted in honor of the winners. 

3. The Tree Commission discussed changes to the Critical Root Zone Proposal; street tree 

plantings, and Chestnut Trees potentially to be planted at Hashawha. 

The Commissioners adjourned their part of the meeting with the EAC at 4:00. 

 

CALL TO ORDER - Ms. Sandra Zebal, Chair, officially called the January 10, 2011, meeting to 

order at 4:10 p.m. Ms. Zebal asked for approval of the December 13, 2011 minutes.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - MOTION NO. 148-12:  Motion was made by Robyn Gilden, seconded 

by Dave Pyatt, approving the minutes.  Motion carried.   

 

COMMUNICATIONS – 

1. January 19 – The Commissioners are to discuss the airport as part of their open meeting 

January 19 at 1:30 in Room 311. On January 26 at 10:30, the Commissioners will take public 

comment and vote on the issue. 

2. January 31 – At Bear Branch Nature Center at 6:30p.m., MDE will be present to discuss 

options regarding the  unlined John Owings Landfill. 

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM LIASION –  

1. Selection of Judges for the Environmental Awareness Awards- Sandra Zebal, Karen 

Leatherwood, and Kim Petry will serve as judges; 

2.  Selection of Legislative Subcommittee -Chris Spaur, Robyn Gilden and Suzanne Hill will serve 

on this subcommittee; 

 3.  Energy Use & Cost Savings Project – Kim Petry suggested that John Modica provide a 

monthly report. She will report back to the entire EAC. Brenda Dinne and Sandra Zebal will also 

help with reporting progress on this project. 

 

TREE COMMISSION –  

  Brian Rhoten is checking if chestnut trees need to be planted as a plot together before 

potentially proceeding with signing an agreement to plant at Hashawha. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
a. Solid Waste – Dave Pyatt, said there was nothing more to report, as items were discussed under 

the work plan. 

 TOPICS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
  a. The next regular business meeting will be held February 14 at 3:00 in Room 003. 

     

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION NO. 149-12: Motion made by Kim Petry; seconded by Robyn Gilden to 

adjourn the January meeting. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 4:45.  
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Carroll County  

EEEnnnvvviiirrrooonnnmmmeeennntttaaalll   AAAdddvvviiisssooorrryyy   CCCooouuunnnccciiilll   (((EEEAAACCC)))   

PPRROOPPOOSSEEDD 2012 Work Plan  
 

 

 

 

EEEAAACCC   PPPuuurrrpppooossseee      

The EAC is dedicated to exploration and promotion of the County's environmental management 
responsibilities and to providing the Commissioners with educated advice that is in the best interest 
of the County and the County's residents.  

 

 

EEEAAACCC   FFFuuunnnccctttiiiooonnn      

The EAC functions at the direction of the Carroll County Board of Commissioners and, as such, works 

cooperatively with County environmental staff to research environmental policy issues; to advise the 

Board of County Commissioners; to foster environmental education; and generally to act in the best 

interest of County residents by promoting effective environmental protection and management principles.  

The EAC also serves as the County’s Tree Commission. 

 

 

WWWooorrrkkk   PPPlllaaannn   PPPuuurrrpppooossseee   

As an advisory body to the Board, the EAC provides recommendations to the Board on emerging 

environmental policy and projects.  Projects may be individual, discrete projects of the EAC, 

supplemental or supportive to staff projects, or recommend measures to mitigate environmental impacts 

for projects initiated by or supported by the Board.   

 

This work plan outlines the topics, projects, and/or issues where the EAC can assist and advise the Board 

for the coming calendar year.  The EAC will review these topics with the Board in an annual meeting.  

The Board will approve the topics/projects on which it seeks the EAC’s input.  The Board may modify the 

scope of these projects before approving the work plan. 
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PPPrrrooopppooossseeeddd   TTTooopppiiicccsss   aaannnddd   PPPrrrooojjjeeeccctttsss   fffooorrr   222000111222   

In Calendar Year 2012, the EAC offers the following topics and/or projects: 

 

Board 

Approved? Topic/Project 

Expected 

Product  

   

θθθ   

 Energy Use & Cost Savings:  The EAC is in the process of 

updating 2008 study.  This study includes a review of the 

change in energy usage since 2008 and the progress made 

toward implementing cost- and energy-saving measures.  

John Modica, a local certified energy auditor, has 

volunteered his time to help enlist McDaniel interns to 

assist with gathering data.  The EAC expects that the 

resulting updated summary of usage will show that Carroll 

County Government has reduced energy usage in the last 

four years due to conservation and improvements in 

efficiency and that county tax dollars have been saved as 

well. 

 

Memo + 

summary 

graphs 

 

   

θθθ  

 Options for Solid Waste Management (Beyond Recycling):  

The EAC already has weighed in on the topic of recycling.  

The EAC now will evaluate other measures to reduce the 

waste stream and other potential solid waste management 

options.  The EAC will recommend to the Board other 

potential options, identify their possible impacts and costs, 

and generally suggest possible mitigation measures for 

these options.  The EAC will collaborate with County staff 

to identify complementary roles and directions for potential 

topics of study. 

 

Report  

   

θθθ  

 2012 Environmental Legislation:  The EAC will review 

proposed legislation related to septics that is introduced 

during the 2012 General Assembly session.  This would be 

legislation introduced as a result of recommendations from 

the Task Force on Sustainable Growth and Wastewater 

Disposal or legislation otherwise related to HB 1107, 

considered in the 2011 session.  The Board will specify the 

aspects of the bill for the EAC to evaluate.  The EAC also 

may review additional environmental legislation at the 

request of the Board. 

 

Memo  
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OOOnnngggoooiiinnnggg   TTTooopppiiicccsss   aaannnddd   PPPrrrooojjjeeeccctttsss      

The EAC will address the following ongoing topics and projects: 

= The EAC will continue to serve in its role as the County Tree Commission, per Chapter 16 of the 

County Code.   

= In its continuing role to promote public education and awareness on environmental issues, the EAC 

will also address citizen concerns as they arise and are brought to the EAC’s attention.  

= The Carroll County Commissioners adopted the Environmental Awareness Awards program in 1990 

to recognize individuals and groups that have exemplary accomplishments in the protection, 

conservation, and improvement of our environmental resources through their actions or projects. 

Awards are presented biennially to individuals and groups chosen from nominees submitted for 

consideration by their peers, although self-nominations will be accepted.  The nominations will be 

reviewed by the EAC in March 2012.  Awards will be presented in April 2012. 

Approval will be sought from the Board to proceed on any concerns requiring additional time, staff, or 

financial resources. 

 

 

AAAddddddiiitttiiiooonnnaaalll   PPPrrrooojjjeeeccctttsss   

Other topics and/or projects may surface throughout the year for which the Board would like a review 

and/or advice from the EAC.  If the Board seeks input from the EAC, the Board will request the review 

and input in writing.  The request will specify what aspect of the issue/project should be discussed and/or 

the desired product from the EAC.  

 

Other issues or projects for discussion may be brought to the EAC’s attention during the year by a 

member of the EAC, the public, or staff.  If the EAC chooses to pursue a project, a written request will be 

made to the Board for approval to amend the work plan with the additional project.  The request will 

specify the scope of the project and expected product and outcome.  The Board may modify the scope of 

the project with its approval. 

 

 

 


