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Members Present: 

Sandra Zebal, Chair 
Robyn Gilden 

Josh Hatkin 

Suzanne Hill 
Karen Leatherwood 
Kim Petry 
David Pyatt 
Brian Rhoten  
Chris Spaur 

Other Attendees: 

Ellen Cutsail, Town of Union Bridge 

Cheryl Chaney for Jon Richardson, CC Health Dept 
Dan Andrews, Sierra Club-Catoctin Group 

 

           

CALL TO ORDER - Ms. Sandra Zebal, Chair, officially called the February 14, 2012 meeting to order 
at 3:05 p.m. Ms. Zebal asked for approval of the January 10, 2012 minutes. Corrections were made and a 
vote was taken. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - MOTION NO. 150-12:  Motion was made by Robyn Gilden, seconded 
by Dave Pyatt, approving the corrected minutes.  Motion carried.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM CHAIR /COMMUNICATIONS – 

1. Sandra Zebal received a Thank You card form the Commissioners for having them at the last 
meeting.  They also appreciated the suggestions made for the Solid Waste Forum. 

2. An e-mail was received by Ms. Zebal from Sykesville Middle School with a nomination for the 
Environmental Awareness Award. 

3. Chair Zebal indicated she received an e-mail from Mr. Ely regarding a Lehigh permit application 
to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. She referred him to the Corps of Engineers to ask questions 
and provide comment. 

4. Ms. Zebal announced the upcoming public meeting regarding Congoleum’s discharge permit.   
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM LIASION –  
1. Brenda Dinne announced that the Solid Waste Forum would be held on the evening of Tuesday, 

February 28, 2012 at Carroll Community College.  The Commissioners had solicited speaker 
suggestions, which the EAC identified and forwarded to Commissioner Howard’s office. 

2. Ms. Dinne indicated that only two or three nominations had been received thus far for the 
Environmental Awareness Awards.  Kim Petry said they may need to consider extending the 
deadline if additional nominations are not received soon.  Staff will check with Carroll County 
Public Schools to see if they were only sending the nomination forms out to staff, or if they would 
also send it to parents using the AlertNow message system. 

 

PRESENTATION – Composting in Howard County - Evelyn Tomlin (Howard County) 
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  Ms. Tomlin spoke about the curbside recycling program in Howard County.  Recycling is 
currently voluntary in Howard County.  She said about 25 percent of the waste is made from food 
scraps.  With food scraps separated, there would be a decrease in trash and an increase in recycling.  
The County spent $10,000 to conduct a phone survey before the program began.  Sixty-three percent 
of the residents voiced they would participate, with 24 percent indicated they currently compost.   

 
A mini-pilot program including 34 homes was conducted between August 2010 and January 2011.  

This was followed by a full-scale pilot of 1,000 homes.  The compost was collected weekly, using the 
same truck that collects yard waste.  Yard waste and food scraps can be combined, which actually 
creates a better compost material (Howard County stops yard waste collection in the third week in 
January each year).  Two-gallon indoor containers and various sizes of outdoor containers were 
provided.  Outreach efforts were included a booklet that included information on how to participate. 
Postcards were mailed to participants.  The County estimated that roughly 3.9 tons of food scrap and 
yard waste were diverted from the landfill.  Many people in the program wanted to see the program 
continue and to expand countywide.  They also like having two containers. The majority wanted their 
own indoor container, because everyone likes something different.  No meats, dairy, or fish were to be 
composted.  The average participation of 76 percent weekly was the set-out rate. Indoor containers 
were 2 gallons. The 65-gallon containers were deemed too big with the 20-gallon cart being okay. 
Shredded paper and pizza boxes were acceptable.  However, no plastic bags were accepted.  When 
asked what motivators there were, 30 percent of participants were not motivated to participate, while 
24.5 percent said they had environmental reasons.  

 
A full-scale program including 5,000 homes began in September 2011 and is ongoing. They are 

achieving about a 20 percent voluntary participation.  Different areas were used for the two pilots.   
The price is the same to the user to have this service, although it is a little more work for the hauler.  
The County entered a five-year contract with the hauler, with an annual option to renew.  Different-
sized containers were considered, but they went with the 35-gallon containers.  Containers are bought 
in bulk to save cost, and they need to be stored until given out.  Volunteer participants are given free 
carts.  There is no food scraps facility in Maryland large enough to accept Howard County’s food 
waste, so they are now hauling to a Delaware facility.  They are not currently saving money hauling to 
Delaware rather than landfilling.  However, they are looking to site their own facility, which would be 
more economical.  The cost of the full-scale pilot project was $42,590.90, including 35-gallon carts, 
delivery, assembly, and $14,071.64 for outreach.  All participants are volunteers, and there is a variety 
of house styles. They had an 82 percent overall participation rate with the full-scale pilot, resulting in 
a 25 percent decrease in trash.  The staff attended composting school and learned how to measure 
temperatures.  Annual fees range from $210-$225 per year for curbside pick-up.   

 
Ms. Tomlin added that education and outreach are important for a program like this to work.  Two 

information mailers were sent out with attached glossy reply cards.  A public meeting was held at the 
local library.  Online sign-up is available.  They have a separate webpage.  Booklets, magnets, and 
container labels were made.  They would also like to make videos and have a plastic bag ban. 

 
Ms. Tomlin said the County would like to expand countywide, but budgets are a concern these 

days.  
 
OLD BUSINESS – 

a. EAC members attending the Solid Waste Summit are Josh, Karen, and Sandra. 
b. EAC members attending the Congoleum public meeting on Feb. 21 are Robyn and Brian. 
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c. Energy Use & Cost Savings:  John Modica will be sending an updated report for the Energy Use 
& Cost Savings project. (He has been relocated to Florida for 4 months, but will still be providing 
monthly updates.) 

 
NEW BUSINESS – 

None 
 
TREE COMMISSION –  

Arbor Day is April 29 this year.  Plans are being made to plant trees at Carroll Community 
College on Wednesday, April 4.  Brian Rhoten will solicit tree donations.  The Commissioners will be 
invited to attend the Arbor Day Celebration planting. 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Solid Waste:  Mr. Hatkin, Ms. Zebal, and Ms. Leatherwood indicated they planned to attend the 
Solid Waste Forum on February 28.  Josh Hatkin attended the meeting in Taneytown regarding the 
gasification plant. He provided an update to the EAC members.  A front-page article appeared in the  
Carroll County Times with information from the meeting in Taneytown. 
b. Environmental Legislation:  Ms. Dinne updated the EAC members on the status of the Septics 
Bill (Senate Bill 236).  The hearing was held in Annapolis on February 14.  The County 
Commissioners have not given direction for the EAC to provide input on the bill.  It is very 
complicated, and staff is reviewing the bill.  Due to time constraints at this meeting, Ms. Dinne will 
instead provide an overview of the bill at the March meeting.  Ms. Dinne also reported that House Bill 
549 and Senate Bills 240 and 614 are of concern to the County.  SB 240 proposes to raise the fee for 
the Bay Restoration Fund, with those on public water charged according to usage.  SB 614 calls for 
counties to create a stormwater utility and charge a fee.  It would also require annual inspections; 
currently inspections are every 3 years.  HB 549 also proposes changes to stormwater inspection 
requirements and practices. 
  

 TOPICS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
  a. The next regular business meeting will be held March 13 at 6:30 p.m. in Room 003. 

     

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION NO. 151-12:  Motion made by Kim Petry; seconded by Robyn Gilden to 
adjourn the January meeting. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 4:45.  
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