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Carroll County 

ENVIRONMENTAL  

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

Sandra Zebal, Chair 

Kim Petry, Vice Chair 

March 13, 2012 6:30 pm 

 225 N Center Street  

Westminster, MD 21157-5194 

Telephone:  410-386-2145 

Fax:  410-386-2924 

eac@ccg.carr.org 

 

Brenda Dinne, Staff Liaison 

Department of Land Use,  

Planning, and Development 

 
Members Present: County Government: 

Sandra Zebal, Chair                    Brenda Dinne, Special Projects Coordinator 

Robyn Gilden Cindy Myers-Crumbacker, Recording Secretary 

Josh Hatkin  Tom Devilbiss, Deputy Director, Land Use,    

Karen Leatherwood        Planning & Development    

David Pyatt Phil Hagar, Director, of Land Use, Planning & 

Chris Spaur        Development 

  

 Other Attendees 

 Ellen Cutsail, Union Bridge Town Council 

              Cheryl Chaney for Jon Richardson, CC Health Dept. 

              Carrie Knauer, Carroll County Times 

           

CALL TO ORDER - Ms. Sandra Zebal, Chair, officially called the March 13, 2012 meeting to order at 

6:30 p.m. Approval of the minutes was delayed due to the lack of a quorum present. The meeting 

continued. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – 

1. A meeting was held regarding Congoleum at the Finksburg Library. Brian Rhoten and Robyn 

Gilden attended. The discharge limits were not changing. Everyone in the watershed was 

asked to submit a permit renewal, so MDE could know what was going on in the watershed. 

Congoleum’s permit was not due for renewal until 2015. 

2.  Planet Carroll activities will be held the week before Earth Day. Chris Spaur reported the 

activities will be held at Carroll Community College and McDaniel College. Nutrient pollution, 

Global climate change and Smart Growth will be discussed. 

3.  Tax Bill Coupon- Karen will check with Maria Myers to see if a coupon can be included with 

the real estate tax bills to purchase a tote for composting. 

MOTION No. 152-12 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Motion was made by Robyn Gilden and 

seconded by Dave Pyatt to approve the February 14, 2012 minutes. Motion carried.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS – 

1. Sandra Zebal attended a meeting with Commissioner Howard. A sub-committee for the Solid 

Waste Task Force was appointed with two members from the EAC included. Other members 

included Don West of Waste Not Carroll and a Business organization representative from 

Eldersburg. Sandra Zebal asked if more EAC members could serve. Ms. Dinne said she  

believes Commissioner Howard may have a certain number of people he wants on the 

committee. Commissioner Howard will task the group with evaluating and reporting options 

that are based on success demonstrated elsewhere by an existing project, cost-pros and cons, 

and the ability to scale the option to the needs of the County.  Dave Pyatt commented that the 

problems are big, and the Commissioners want to get a handle on it. Karen Leatherwood said 

the Commissioners want to go back to the beginning to find out the information. The best three 

options should be presented to the Commissioners. Technology in 5 years could be very 
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different from what is in place now. Mr. Pyatt said the County has one to one and a half years 

to work on this. The Commissioners know what they don’t want to do, but don’t have a plan 

on what they do want to do. Brenda Dinne said Commissioner Howard will give direction at 

the first meeting. Dave Pyatt and Karen Leatherwood will attend the first meeting. Brenda 

Dinne will ask Roberta Windham if Josh Hatkin could be added. 

STAFF LIAISION – 

1. The Work Plan is now on the EAC website. Next month Kurt Deery and Kent Martin from 

Lehigh will be attending the meeting to provide an informational update. Mr. Phil Hager was 

introduced to the committee as the new Director of Land Use, Planning, and Development for 

Carroll County. 

PRESENTATION – 

1.  Brenda Dinne explained Senate Bill 236 also known as the Septics Bill. House Bill 1107, 

proposed in 2011, would have limited subdivisions to 5 lots, but did not pass. The Septics Task 

Force subsequently studied the issue from July to November last year and made 

recommendations to the Governor. At those meetings, it was indicated that the definition of a 

minor subdivision generally ranges from 5 to 8 lots in Maryland counties.  In Carroll County, 

minors are defined as 3 lots or less; 4 or more lots become a major subdivision. Four tiers are 

to be established with this bill: Tier 1 – areas of existing sewer service; Tier 2- Designated 

Growth Areas or Priority Funding Areas; Tier 3- areas not planned for sewer and dominated 

by large-lot development; and Tier 4- Priority Preservation Areas, Rural Legacy Areas and 

areas mapped by the State. (Please see attached Presentation information.) 

 

TREE COMMISSION – Arbor Day is April 29 this year and plans are being made to plant trees at 

Carroll Community College. EAC members feel the Commissioners should be asked to attend this 

planting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS – 

A. Energy Use – Brenda reported that John Modica was temporarily relocated by his employer but 

was still intending to work on the project. He would be back in April. He is to send progress 

reports on the first of each month. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION NO. 153-12: Motion made by Karen Leatherwood; seconded by Dave 

Pyatt to adjourn the March meeting. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 4:45.  
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