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Members Present: 

Sandra Zebal, Chair 
Robyn Gilden 
Josh Hatkin 
Suzanne Hill 
Kim Petry 
Chris Spaur 
 
County Government: 
Brenda Dinne, Special Projects Coordinator 
Cindy Myers-Crumbacker, Recording Secretary 

Tom Devilbiss, Deputy Director, Land Use, Planning & 
Development 

 Other Attendees: 

Ellen Cutsail, Town of Union Bridge 
Jane Castner, Freedom Elementary 
Jeanne Mayo, Sykesville Middle School 
Michele Vondy, Sykesville Middle School 
Natalie Agge, Venture Crew 202 
Matt Shipley, Carroll County Health Dept. 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS AWARDS 

 
Kim Petry and Sandra Zebal presented awards to the people who were not able to attend the presentation 
of awards by the County Commissioners on April 26.  Jeanne May accepted the award for the Sykesville 
Middle School Green Team in the Institutional category.  Natalie Agee of the Venture Crew 202 
accepted the award on behalf of Paul Kayzak for Individual category. Jane Castner received an 
Honorable Mention in the Individual category. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Ms. Sandra Zebal, Chair, officially called the May 8, 2012, meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.  Changes were 
made to the March minutes.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MOTION NO. 155-12:  Motion was made by Robyn Gilden and 
seconded by Kim Petry to approve the March minutes with the changes discussed. Motion carried. 

 
Sandra Zebal suggested changes be made to the April minutes. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MOTION NO. 156-12:  Motion was made by Josh Hatkin and 
seconded by Kim Petry to approve the April minutes with the changes. Motion carried. 

 

CHAIR & COMMITTEE REPORTS – 

 

a.  CHAIR 
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Sandra Zebal reported that she attended the Planet Carroll Forum and was very impressed with the 
information.  Parts of the presentation are on YouTube.  
 
b. SOLID WASTE 
 
Josh Hatkin reported on the meeting of the Solid Waste Work Group that was held just prior to the 
Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) meeting. The Work Group primarily discussed the 2007 EAC 
recommendations.  There was general consensus that not much has changed since the recommendations 
were made.  The Work Group recognized four major ideas from which to move forward:  

• Idea #1:  Waste is now a resource, not waste. 

• Idea #2: Energy independence should be pursued.  Most of our waste is going out-of-state.  A 
landfill plan is needed. 

• Idea #3:  Increased public education is needed on recycling.  Education is most effective.  Robyn 
Gilden asked if another person to help Maria Myers was discussed.  

• Idea #4:  Recycling may need to be mandatory.  This may be forced by the State.  Curbside 
recycling is most effective.  

Composting was discussed.  Food waste needs to be removed from trash. Schools and grocery stores 
need to get on board with composting; the citizens then will follow. Some schools already do 
composting. Don West is the Chairman of the Work Group.  Dan Andrews is also in the Group. Carrie 
Knauer from the Carroll County Times reports on the meeting. The next meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, May 15, at 1:00 at the Carroll County Landfill. The meeting will include a bus tour of the 
Northern Landfill. Suzanne Hill asked if the tour would be filmed. Brenda Dinne indicated that she did 
not think the media staff typically filmed events such as tours. Roberta Windham is the representative 
from the County Commissioners’ Office. 
 
TREE COMMISSION 
 
Brenda Dinne commended Brian Rhoten on his presentation and help at the Arbor Day Tree planting at 
Carroll Community College. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM LIASION 
 
Brenda Dinne reported that the Maryland Department of the Environmental (MDE) has released 
proposed regulations for the use of Best Available Technology (BAT) for new and replacement septic 
systems. After a public hearing, the Secretary approves the regulations, which could be in effect by 
summer. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
a. Energy Use & Cost Savings Project  
 
John Modica e-mailed a report to Brenda. He needs to meet with Mike Whitson next.  He remains 
confident in his ability to complete the project by the end of August. The EAC is flexible on the August 
date of completion. Sandra Zebal suggested contacting Karen Merkle at Carroll Community College for 
interns.  Brenda Dinne recommended waiting to see what the need is to use interns, based on the data 
available from Johnson Controls, before pursuing interns that may not be needed. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
No new business.   
 
Josh Hatkin remembered that Bruce Holstein is on the Solid Waste Work Group.  Mr. Holstein 
discussed the financial analysis of the Frederick County and Carroll County joint project. 
 
PRESENTATION 

 

a. Update on EPA Audit of County National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
Program (Tom Devilbiss)  

 
Tom Devilbiss updated the EAC on the Carroll County NPDES Permit audit that was performed by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and MDE on April 26 and 27.  This is the first time the 
audit has been done in Carroll County.  When the Clean Water Act was adopted, two permit phases were 
created.  Carroll County is considered a Phase 1 jurisdiction.  The eight municipalities in the county are 
considered Phase 2 jurisdictions. The County holds an individual permit, and we have agreements with 
the municipalities.  The Water Resources Coordination Council (WRCC) handles coordination between 
the municipalities and the County. The permit is renewable every 5 years and expired in 2010.  
 
Montgomery County was the first county in the state to receive a final permit since the adoption of the 
Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) and is being used as a model permit. Water 
quality related to all stormwater runoff – drainpipes, retrofits, ditches and swales – are checked. A 
complete map of storm drain systems, drainage areas, and impervious areas is required. The County is 
required to identify and monitor systems with illicit discharge within the county and municipalities. 
Formal pollution plans, implementation of these plans, annual training, and public education programs 
are all requirements under the permit. 
 
Watershed assessments are expensive. Under the current permit, the County must mitigate 10 percent of 
9,000+ impervious acres in the county. MDE is proposing to add another 20 percent to the requirement 
in the draft permit.  The County has already completed many retrofit projects to bring areas, such as 
Westminster and Eldersburg, up to current stormwater standards.  Roughly $3-4 million each year in 
capital projects for stormwater retrofits are currently in the capital budget. Through FY18, $22 million 
in retrofit projects have been programmed to comply with the permit.  Other projects to treat stormwater 
can also be considered, such as tree plantings.  We are currently completing 5-6 projects a year.  If 
certain requirements of the permit are not met, criminal penalties and monetary fines could be imposed. 
 
Two teams were formed.  Each team reviewed records and went out in the field to look at retrofits, etc. 
Mr. Devilbiss handed out the schedule that was followed for the two days. (See attachment).  A 
summary discussion was held at the end of the two days. EPA will issue a report in 3-4 months with 
findings and fines, etc. Carroll County received praise from the auditors.  Mr. Devilbiss said the 
Program is well supported by the Board of Commissioners.  
 
Chris Spaur asked if the Bureau of Resource Management received additional staff to help with the 
workload. Tom answered that Glenn Edwards is the NPDES Specialist.  
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Tom explained that there is an appeals process that gives the County six months to address EPA’s 
concerns/comments.  He mentioned that Anne Arundel County had received some hefty fines.   
 
TOPICS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
 
a. The next regular business meeting will be held June 12 at 3:00 p.m. in Room 003. Sandra Zebal 
brought to the Council’s attention that the June meeting will be Dave Pyatt’s and Robyn Gilden’s last 
meeting as Council members, as their terms will end and cannot be renewed.  There will be two empty 
positions again.  Ms. Dinne indicated that the Commissioners have been notified that vacancies were 
upcoming and need to be filled. 
     

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION NO. 157-12: Motion made by Kim Petry and seconded by Robyn 
Gilden to adjourn the May meeting. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:55. 

 

 
 

E:\May 2012 Draft Minutes - Revised.doc 
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