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Meeting Summary for April 15, 2015 
 
Members  
Karen Leatherwood, Chair                  
Melvin Baile, Vice Chair - Absent 
Curtis Barrett  
Ellen Cutsail  
Josh Hatkin 
David Hynes  
George Schooley  
Frank Vleck - Absent 
Sandy Zebal - Absent 
 

County Government 
Brenda Dinne, Special Projects Coordinator / EAC 

Staff Liaison 
Jennifer Quick, Recording Secretary 
Glenn Edwards, NPDES Compliance Specialist 
 

 
 

Other Attendees 
None 
 

 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER –  

Ms. Leatherwood officially called the March 11, 2015, meeting to order at 3:06 p.m. in Room 003 of 
the County Office Building.   
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS AND CONCERNS –  

No public comments were offered.  No members of the public were in attendance. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – 

No corrections or additions were offered for the draft minutes.   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Motion 222-15:  Motion was made by Ellen Cutsail and seconded by George 
Schooley to approve the March 11, 2015, meeting minutes. Motion carried. 
 
4. CHAIR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS –  

a. Solar Energy Subcommittee: 
Ms. Dinne stated that the Agriculture Commission apparently had already been meeting on 

Solar Energy.  The LUPD Director was under the impression he was supposed to be taking the lead 
on setting up this committee, so he wasn’t aware of it.  The Commission provided a 
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recommendation to the Board already, which was to not allow solar facilities in the Agricultural 
Zoning District except as accessory uses for the farms.  Ms. Dinne will provide the EAC members 
with a copy of the recommendation.  
b. Solid Waste Subcommittee: 

Ms. Leatherwood stated that the Solid Waste Advisory Council (SWAC) briefed the 
Commissioners on their mission and role on March 19, 2015. KCI, which is under contract with 
Department of Public Works to evaluate the County’s Solid Waste Management Plan, presented to 
the Commissioners on the study results on March 26, 2015. The Commissioners asked the SWAC to 
recommend 2 to 3 action items as a starting point for moving forward. The SWAC will be meeting 
Friday, April 17, to finalize what those action items might be.  
 

5. TREE COMMISSION –  
Nothing to report.  

 
6. STAFF LIASION REPORT  

The next meeting is an evening meeting, which starts at 6:30 p.m.  The only item on the May 
meeting agenda so far is continued discussions and updates from the committees on the business 
workshop.  Ms. Leatherwood asked if they should cancel the meeting if the workshop was the only 
item on the agenda  Ms. Dinne suggested that everyone can keep up-to-date via email in regards to the 
workshop if they cancel the meeting. Ms. Leatherwood’s suggestion is that if nothing else comes up on 
the agenda, the May evening meeting should be canceled. The rest of the EAC members agreed. 

 
7. OLD BUSINESS –  

a. Business Community MS4 Workshop 
Facilities Committee – This committee is meeting on Thursday, April 23, at 3:30 p.m. to get 

familiar with the facility and determine how to set up the room. 
Refreshments Committee – Originally, Mr. Edwards volunteered to pursue a contact he had.  

However, as a staff person, an awkward situation could be created if he is placed in a situation later 
with an enforcement action. Therefore, it was decided that it would be best for Ms. Leatherwood 
and Mr. Vleck to pursue the contacts they had in mind.  

Registration & Materials Committee – The committee previously gave Ms. Dinne information 
for the registration form.  She drafted a form.  However, she cannot put it on the website yet.  First, 
the agenda has to be nailed down and the refreshment sponsors/donors confirmed so the 
registration form can be finalized.  Ms. Dinne will then work with the IT staff to create a webpage, 
which must be done before the flyer and registration can be distributed, as it refers to the 
webpage. This committee’s next activities will begin about a month prior to the workshop. 

Staff – Mr. Edwards has one confirmed speaker and has made contact with three others.  Tom 
Devilbiss will be the first speaker.  

The agenda was drafted.  Once we confirm the speakers, the names can be plugged in and the 
tentative agenda finalized.  Ms. Dinne indicated that we will need to move forward on confirming 
refreshment sponsors/donors so the flyer/registration forms can be finalized.  The sponsors were 
to be included on the flyer in recognition of their donation.   

Ms. Leatherwood asked what the topics will be.  Ms. Dinne shared the following topics: 

 What stormwater is and the relevant regulations 
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 Best management practices and good housekeeping measures 

 How to perform your own in-house inspection, recognize a potential illicit discharge, and 
how to get assistance 

 What businesses have been successful and how you can be recognized 
All speakers will be asked to provide PowerPoint presentations. Handouts will be provided to 

the participants, but all of the materials will also be available on the County’s website.  
Ms. Cutsail asked if there will be anyone from MDE at the workshop.  Ms. Dinne suggested it 

may not set the desired tone for the workshop if an MDE representative was one of the speakers.  
Ms. Cutsail agreed, but suggested that a handout be available listing the relevant MDE contact 
information. 

Ms. Dinne will send the EAC members the flyer, registration, and agenda as soon as they are 
finalized.  

Ms. Dinne said that they are working developing a Carroll Clean Water Partnership program.  
The workshop will be the kick-off for the Partnership program, which will partner with Carroll 
County businesses to help them voluntarily implement best management practices that will 
demonstrate environmental stewardship and help them avoid permit compliance issues. 

 
9. NEW BUSINESS –  

a. Legislative Update  
Ms. Dinne provided the EAC members with an update on the relevant legislation proposed by 

the 2015 Maryland General Assembly, on which she previously briefed them.   She provided a 
handout with an overview.  She summarized as follows: 

 Nothing on the handout passed except SB 863 and the bill to establish the Maryland 
Commission on Climate Change. 

 The bill to establish a phosphorus management tool for farm properties did not pass, as the 
General Assembly came to an agreement with the Governor, and revised, proposed 
regulations were released by the Maryland Department of Agriculture. 

 SB 863 – Ms. Dinne explained that the left side of the synopsis of SB 863 shows the basic 
requirements from the original stormwater fee bill – House Bill 987 (2012), and the right 
side shows the additions/changes made by SB 863.  The law surrounding the requirement to 
establish a stormwater fee was not repealed.  Only the component mandating Phase I 
jurisdictions to establish a stormwater fee as their funding mechanism was repealed.  
However, rather than mandating the funding source for a stormwater program be the fee, 
in its place, SB 863 now mandates 100 percent funding be demonstrated, regardless of the 
source.  A jurisdiction must demonstrate that you have the necessary funding, what those 
sources are, how much, what projects it will be spent on, and when.  SB 863 also added 
several new requirements to the law: 
 Whether or not a jurisdiction establishes a stormwater fee, it must submit a Financial 

Assurance Plan (FAP) to MDE every other year, with the first due by July 1, 2016. 
 Previously, property owned by State, unit of State government, county, municipality, 

and volunteer fire departments were exempt.  SB 863 added property owner by 
veterans’ organizations to the exemptions.   
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 SB 863 now allows a county to charge fee on State properties if the county also 
contributes to Fund an amount equal to share of stormwater services for county 
property. 

 Allows non-profit organizations to apply for alternate compliance plan rather than pay 
the fee if they can demonstrate financial hardship.  The same applies to fire 
departments and veterans’ organizations where the county is allowed to charge them as 
a requirement to be eligible to charge federal properties as well. 

 This bill passed unanimously in the Senate, and only received one vote against it in the 
House.   

 SB 863 establishes penalties for insufficient funding. 
 

10.  OTHER –  
Nothing additional. 

 
11. ADJOURN REGULAR MEETING –  
 
ADJOURNMENT - MOTION 223 -15:  Motion was made by Curtis Barrett and seconded by Ellen Cutsail 
to adjourn the April meeting.  Motion carried.  

    
The meeting adjourned at 3:49 p.m.  The next regular monthly meeting is scheduled for 

Wednesday, May 20, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. in Room 003 of the County Office Building. 


