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Members  
Karen Leatherwood, Chair  
Curtis Barrett – Absent  
Ellen Cutsail  
David Hynes  
Amy Krebs – Absent 
Richard Lord – Absent 
Frank Vleck  
Sandy Zebal  
 

County Government 
Brenda Dinne, Special Projects Coordinator / 

EAC Staff Liaison 
Cindy Myers-Crumbacker, Recording Secretary 
Jay Voight, Zoning Administrator 
 

Other Attendees 
None 
 
 

 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER –  

Ms. Leatherwood, Chair, officially called the March 16, 2016, meeting to order at 3:02 p.m. in 
the Reagan Room of the County Office Building. Ms. Dinne reported that new member, Murray 
Kenyon, had to resign due to a conflict with his work schedule.  New member, Richard Lord, was 
not present to be introduced.   

   
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS AND CONCERNS –  

No public comments were offered.  
 

3. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – 
Ahead of the meeting, Ms. Zebal provided revisions to Ms. Dinne to clarify Baltimore and 

Frederick Counties’ solar requirements.  She also questioned the wording of Ms. Leatherwood’s 
comments regarding the angle of the panels, which followed the Frederick County discussion.  Ms. 
Dinne prepared a revised version of that page (attached), showing the revisions using Track 
Changes, to make it easier for the EAC members to review and make a motion regarding the 
proposed revisions.  The yellow highlighted text was in question.  The EAC members decided to 
remove the yellow highlighted text completely, as the exact details of the discussion couldn’t be 
recalled. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Motion 245-16:  Motion was made by Ellen Cutsail and seconded by 
Frank Vleck to approve the February 17, 2016, meeting minutes as amended according to 
proposed revisions and deleting the yellow highlighted text. Motion carried. 

 
4. CHAIR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS –  

a. Solid Waste Subcommittee: 
Ms. Leatherwood said there is nothing to report this month. The next meeting is April 7, 

2016. 
 

5. STAFF LIASION REPORT 
Ms. Dinne reported that items thus far for the April meeting agenda include finalizing the 

recommendations on the residential solar surface area requirements, finalizing the Environmental 
Awareness Awards winners, and reviewing the lightweight aggregate (LWA) project scope.  Ms. 
Cutsail asked what the LWA project is.  Ms. Leatherwood said it was added to the work plan at the 
request of the Board at the joint meeting with the EAC on January 21.  Ms. Dinne clarified that 
LWA in this context is a product that could be made from the materials dredged from behind the 
Conowingo Dam that could be used for building materials.  

Ms. Dinne reminded the Council that the Commissioners’ agenda for March 24 includes the 
Chapter 31 Amendment.  This amendment would remove the Tree Commission from the EAC’s 
responsibilities. Ms. Leatherwood will be attending, as the EAC members will be shepherding the 
amendment through the process. 

Ms. Dinne informed the EAC that a new procedure is in place for visiting someone in the 
Planning Department or the Land & Resource Management Department. They are to stop at the 
lobby reception desk to sign in, and the lobby receptionist will call up to have an employee come 
to escort them to the office requested. The Departments will no longer have a receptionist of their 
own on the second floor.  Ms. Dinne has arranged for the EAC members to be issued ID badges so, 
as County commission members, they will not need to be escorted in the building or to get to the 
EAC meeting room.  All EAC members should plan to stop by the Human Resources (HR) office 
between 2:00 and 3:00 before the next meeting on Wednesday, April 20.  Since the meeting starts 
at 3:00, the members should arrive early enough to get to the meeting by then. 

Ms. Dinne indicated that, since the EAC members previously expressed interest in volunteering 
at the Land & Resource Management public outreach booth at Carroll County events, an 
opportunity was available for EAC members to volunteer.  Mr. Edwards is looking for volunteers 
for the booth during the Westminster Flower and Jazz Festival on Saturday, May 7, 2016.  Ms. 
Zebal and Mr. Hynes offered to help from 10:00-12:00, and Ms. Cutsail will volunteer from 12:00-
2:00.  Ms. Leatherwood may assist from 12-4:30, but needs to check her schedule first.  She will let 
Ms. Dinne know.  Mr. Vleck is not able to volunteer because he will be selling plants at his own 
booth.  He offered to hand out materials at his booth as well.   

 
6. OLD BUSINESS –  

 
a. 2016 Environmental Awareness Awards Update 

Ms. Dinne shared that there were 18 nominations for the awards. Ms. Leatherwood felt 
that the nominees in the Student category had similar projects.  She wants to encourage 
students to continue to do projects.  Therefore, she suggested that, in this category, there 
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should be a winner and an Honorable Mention. Other members agreed.  Since Ms. 
Leatherwood will call the award winners up to receive their award and get their picture taken, 
she will mention that, although Salerno’s was winning for the Living Reef Action Project, they 
also were nominated for their use of solar power, recycling, and other green practices. 

Ms. Leatherwood will sign letters to the winners and the award certificates today, so Ms. 
Dinne can email the letters to the winners on Thursday, March 17.  Ms. Dinne will prepare a 
news release as well to announce the winners.  The awards presentation will be held April 21 
at 1:30 PM during the Commissioners’ open session.  Ms. Leatherwood will announce the 
winners and describe the initiative for which they were nominated. Those winners not able to 
attend the April 21 presentations will be invited to attend the May 18 EAC meeting at 6:30 PM 
to receive their certificates.  The Commissioners will not be at this meeting. Ms. Dinne will 
forward the award winners and summary of the winners’ initiatives to the Commissioners so 
they are aware of the winners before the presentation. 

National Arbor Day is April 29.  In conjunction with the awards, the EAC previously decided 
to pursue the Arbor Day tree planting and ceremony to honor the award winners.  Mr. Vleck 
volunteered to donate trees to be planted at Carroll Community College in the grove of trees 
where trees were planted from previous years.  He will let Ms.  Dinne know how many so she 
can coordinate with the Facilities staff to dig the right number of holes and plant the trees.  
She also will prepare the program and news release and invite the Commissioners to attend 
and/or speak.  

 
b. Residential Solar Size Requirements – Preliminary Discussion of Recommendations  

Ms. Dinne provided an updated summary (attached) showing outstanding issues to be 
discussed.   

The question was raised whether the maximum surface area, when referring to ground-
mounted systems, referred to the footprint of the solar energy system or the surface area of 
the panels.  The consensus was that it should refer to the surface area of the solar panels.   

Mr. Vleck reviewed the proposal from the March 9 special EAC meeting to base the 
maximum size of the ground-mounted system on the lot size.  They proposed to incrementally 
increase the maximum surface area of ground-mounted systems as the lot size range 
increases.  Lots less than or equal to ½ acre would continue to be permitted a maximum of 120 
square feet of surface area.  Lots more than ½ acre up to 1 acre would be allowed 240 square 
feet.  Lots more than 1 acre up to 3 acres would be allowed 480 square feet.  For lots over 3 
acres, the aggregate square footage of all systems, ground-mounted and roof-mounted would 
not exceed 1 ½ times the size of the roof.   

Ms. Zebal pointed out the 120 square feet was not enough to power a house.  Mr. Voight 
and the other members responded that this was dropped from consideration during discussion 
at the March 9 meeting because there are too many variables to determine how much power 
is needed.  Ms. Leatherwood added that the amount of power generated from the same 
surface area can vary depending on materials, technology, etc.  Ms. Dinne also noted that, if 
the roof size is bigger than what is allowed on the ground, the balance can be placed on the 
roof.  When a combination of systems is used, the total area cannot exceed the aggregate 
square footage of the roof areas on the property on which the system is installed.  Mr. Voight 
commented that a storage system would be needed to have a system big enough to power a 
house. 
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The members used a grid paper created by Ms. Cutsail with mock different sizes of solar 
systems and an average house footprint of 1,500 square feet to try to visualize the impact of 
the different size solar systems on different size lots. 

Ms. Dinne indicated that the issue of whether to address wall-mounted systems was still 
outstanding.  Ms. Dinne offered that she had done some quick research and found that wall-
mounted systems did not appear to be very efficient until you get farther north where the sun 
angle is less.  Mr. Voight agreed based on his knowledge.  The members agreed that the text 
should specifically state that wall-mounted systems are not allowed so it is very clear.  
Currently it is not addressed at all.  This should simplify the implementation and enforcement 
of the solar requirements.  

Some jurisdictions outside Maryland included text to allow, but not subject to the other 
roof- and ground-mounted standards, solar systems that are designed to blend in with the 
architecture.  Mr. Voight said this would be very difficult to review and administer.  Members 
felt it could be very subjective and wanted to keep the requirements simple.  It was decided 
not to include this language. 

Lastly, Mr. Vleck had mentioned at a previous meeting that Washington County had 
language addressing the responsibility of the property owner to secure any solar easements 
needed with adjacent property owners to ensure access to the sun.  The County did not want 
to have any responsibility in this private action.  Mr. Voight indicated no similar language is 
used elsewhere in the Zoning Code.  However, that is not to say that it couldn’t be used here.  
Ms. Leatherwood felt it was a good addition to help make property owners aware of the 
issues, process, and responsibilities.  The EAC members decided to include this language. 

 
MOTION 246-16:  Motion was made by Frank Vleck and seconded by Ellen Cutsail to recommend 
to the Board the ground-mounted solar panel surface area maximum square footage amounts 
proposed at the March 9 meeting, to base the ground-mounted surface area on the solar panels, 
not to address solar systems that are designed to blend in with the architecture, and not to allow 
wall-mounted systems.  Motion carried.  

    
Ms. Zebal suggested that the rationale for the EAC decisions needs to be included with the 

actual recommended changes.  Mr. Vleck added that the incremental increase in maximum 
size as the lot size increases was intended to help address concerns with aesthetics without 
being overbearing.  Ms. Dinne offered to draft the findings and recommendation memo to the 
Board, as well as the actual Code text changes, which would include the rationale.  She will 
send it to the EAC members for review and comment prior to the April 20 meeting.  Any final 
revisions and approval of the memo will need to occur at that meeting, as the 
recommendation is due to the Board by the end of April.  She will request time on the Board’s 
agenda to present the recommendation once it is final and forwarded to the Board. 

 
7. NEW BUSINESS –  

None. 
 

8. OTHER –  
Nothing to report. 
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9. ADJOURN REGULAR MEETING –  
 
ADJOURNMENT – MOTION 247-16:  Motion was made by Ellen Cutsail and seconded by David 
Hynes to adjourn the March meeting.  Motion carried.  

    
The meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m.  The next regular monthly meeting is scheduled for 

Wednesday, April 20, 2016 at 3:00 p.m. in the Reagan Room of the County Office Building. 
 
 
 


