What is a Roundabout ?
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Characteristics

Low speed on entry

Always yield to pedestrians

Always yield to vehicles in roundabout

Drive counterclockwise within the roundabout
Low speed on exit

When you see a
“‘Roundabout Ahead”
sign you know you are
approaching a roundabout.
SLOW DOWN.

YIELD to
traffic in the roundabout.

YIELD to pedestrians.

Roundabouts - Coming of Age

Keeps traffic moving

Reduces unnecessary stops
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B Improves intersection aesthetics
B Reduces air polution
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Improves intersection safety

History of Modern Roundabouts

Modern roundabouts were developed in the United Kingdom
in the 1960’s to increase safety and reduce congestion at
intersections. The British adopted a mandatory “give-way”
rule at all circular intersections, which required entering
traffic to, give way, or yield, to circulating traffic. This rule
significantly improved the safety and operational benefits of
roundabouts.

Since that time numerous other countries including France,
Germany and Australia, have implemented roundabouts.
The United States, led by the Maryland State Highway
Administration, began implementing roundabouts in the
early 1990’s and have found similar safety and operational
benefits.

At intersections in Maryland in which roundabouts have
been constructed to improve safety, average annual
crashes have fallen by over 70 percent and injury crashes
have been reduced by over 80 percent.
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For more information, call 1-800-963-0307
or visit the roundabouts page on the SHA’s website

www.marylandroads.com/safety/oots/roundabouts/index.asp

Roundabouts

How to Drive, Walk or Bike
Maryland’s Roundabouts
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Driving a Roundabout

Always reduce your speed when approaching
roundabouts (usually 20-25 mph).

Keep to the right of the “splitter island.”

Observe the crosswalk and always yield to pedestrians
and bicyclists.

Move to the yield‘line and wait for.an acceptable gap in
traffic prior to entering the roundabout.

Do not enter next to someone already in the roundabout,
as that vehicle may be exiting at the next exit.

Within the roundabout, do not stop except to avoid a
collision; you have:the right-of-way over entering traffic.
Always keep to the right of the'center island and travel in
a counter-clockwise direction.

Do not overtake other vehicles when in the roundabout.

As you approach your desired exit, use your turn signal
and then take the exit. Maintain a slow speed.

When exiting from an inside lane or from a position
close to the central island, stay alert for leading or
adjacent vehicles on the outside lane circulating around
the roundabout.

As you exit, watch for and yield to pedestrians and
bicyclists in the crosswalk or waiting to cross.
Remember that bicycles should be treated with the
same respect as vehicles.

The Responsible Motorist
B Stays alert and courteous.

B Thinks about the intended path around the
roundabout in advance of entry.

B Keeps low speed throughout.

Changes lanes with care and uses turn signals.

B Always yields to pedestrians and bicyclists
before entering and when exiting.

Tips for Multi-lane Roundabouts

Turning Right &
Turning Left

Driving straight
through a
roundabout

General Driving Guidance
Unless otherwise indicated by signing or markings,

use the following general lane selections guidance:

B Driving straight: Use either lane
B Turning Right: Use the right lane
B Turning Left: Use the left lane

Pedestrians and Bicyclists

Walking Tips for Pedestrians

1. Use the sidewalks and designated crosswalks
around the perimeter of the Roundabout.
e Never walk in the
roundabout or cross to the
central island.

2. Use the splitter Island.

e It allows you to cross one
direction of traffic at a time.

3. Look and listen for
approaching traffic before
crossing a leg.
e Choose a safe time to cross
from the curb ramp to the
splitter island.

Tips for Cyclists

Most roundabouts will give you three options:

1. Ride as if you were driving a car:

B Vehicles in roundabouts
travel around 15-25 mph,
close to the speed you ride
your bicycle.

B [f riding on the shoulder,
merge into the travel lane
before the shoulder ends.

B Obey all of the same driving
instructions as for cars. lItis
generally safest for
bicyclists to claim the lane.

2. Walk as a pedestrian:

If you are uncomfortable
riding in traffic, dismount at
the crosswalk and walk your
bicycle on the sidewalk as a pedestrian.

3. Use a shared bicycle-pedestrian path:

Some roundabouts may have a ramp that leads to a
shared bicycle-pedestrian path that runs around the
perimeter of the roundabout.
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