




































 

 

SPLISH!  SPLASH! 
April 1–June 3 10 sessions Wednesdays 
Program #09TR13 
Boys and girls can enjoy this recreational swimming program designed espe-
cially for children ages 8–12 and their siblings. One-on-one assistance is not 
available; parents are required to participate with their children in the pool or 
make arrangements if client needs one-on-one assistance.  Enrollment is limited 
to 10.  Population: Children with disabilities and their siblings; for ages 8-12.  
Instructor:  TBA 
TIME:  6:30-7:30pm FEE:  $40/child 
LOCATION:  Carroll Springs School, pool 
 

LUCKY DUCKS 
April 1–June 3 10 sessions Wednesdays 
Program #09TR14 
Only “lucky ducks” get to swim indoors this time of year.  Here’s an excellent 
opportunity for teens and adults to enjoy organized activities and exercises in a 
warm water pool.  One-on-one assistance is not available; parents are required 
to participate with their children in the pool or make arrangements if client needs 
one-on-one assistance.  Enrollment limited to 10.  Population:  age 13+ with 
disabilities.  Instructor:  TBA 
TIME:  7:30-8:30pm FEE:  $40 
LOCATION:  Carroll Springs School, pool 
 

CARROLL COUNTY CHAMPIONS 
April 14–May 28 (no 5/12, 5/19)     14 sessions       Tuesdays and Thursdays 
Program #09TR15 
A baseball/softball team experience for boys and girls.  Modifications and ac-
commodations will be implemented in order to ensure success and a positive 
experience for athletes. Bring your glove-other equipment will be provided.  
Uniform shirts are also included – please designate Youth or Adult S/M/L/XL 
when you register.  Population:  age 8 – 8th grade.  Coaches:  Ryan Kelly & Bill 
Stoner 
TIME:  5:30-7pm FEE:  $35 
LOCATION:  Robert Moton ELEMENTARY School 
  

“WILD ONES”  (year round program) 
Program #09TR16 
An independent socialization group for adults age 18+ with disabilities interested 
in social activities in a structured setting.  You must be an independent adult to 
participate.  Come join us for the fun of group recreation and leisure activities 
such as dining out, miniature golf, ball games, hay rides, theme parties, movies/
plays, concerts and much more.  Each activity requires a $5 activity fee PLUS 
the cost of the respective activity. Instr.: Danette Kelmartin, dkelmar-
tin@arccarroll.com, or contact Debbie Gemmill @ 410-386-2686. 
TIME:  Monthly as scheduled       FEE:  $10 yearly membership 
LOCATION:  varies monthly 
 
 
 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS: 
(contact Marsha Barger 410-526-2165 or robfarin@verizon.net) 
 

S.O. BASKETBALL - Individual skills training 
January 15 – March 19 10 sessions Thursdays 
Athletes must have a current S.O. medical form to train – must be 7 years old to 
train and 8 years old to compete.  Individual skills, and 3v3 team and 5v5 team 
competition.  (Team practices are Saturdays, 6:30-8:30, January3-March 14, at 
the Robert Moton Center, 300 S. Center Street, Westminster.) 
TIME:  6:30-7:30pm LOCATION:  Carroll Springs School 
 

S.O. TRACK & FIELD TRAINING – For Adults 
February 7 – April 25  (no 4/11) 11 sessions Saturdays 
This program is for any athletes whose school doesn’t provide S.O. track and 
field training.  Athletes must have a current S.O. medical form.  Athletes will be 
training for the Area Spring Games, to be held at Westminster High School on 
Wednesday, April 29. 
TIME:  9-10:30am LOCATION:  Carroll Springs School 
 

S.O. KAYAKING TRAINING 
June 13–July 18 6 sessions Saturdays 
Athletes must have a current S.O. medical form to train – must be 7 years old to 
train and 8 years old to compete.  Athletes will be training for the Special Olym-
pics Maryland Kayaking Regatta, held in St. Mary’s County, July 25-27. 
TIME:  9:30am-12noon LOCATION:  Piney Run Park 

 

Spring Tennis Classes for 
Everyone 

April 13 – May 10 
QuickStart Tennis for PeeWees, 

Juniors and Families 
 

Fun ● Fitness ● Friends 
 

To Register Call: 
Baltimore Tennis Patrons 

410-296-2100 
tennis@tennispatrons.org   

 

SERVE  YOUR KIDS 

SOMETHING NEW 

TONIGHT! 

Interested in Donating Land 

for a Future Park? 
If you are interested in exploring the financial, tax 
and humanitarian ramifications of  a land donation 
for a park, please contact:  Carroll County Depart-
ment of Recreation & Parks, 300 S. Center Street, 
Westminster, 410-386-2103. 
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BEAR BRANCH NATURE 

CENTER PROGRAMS 
 
Hashawha and Bear Branch Nature Center are located just north of 
Westminster, off of Rt. 97 at 300 John Owings Road.  Bear Branch 
Nature Center is open year round Wednesday through Saturday from 
10am-5pm and Sunday from Noon-5:00pm.  The Nature Center staff 
can be contacted by phone: 410-848-2517 or email bbnc@carr.org.  
All Nature Center programs require pre-registration, unless otherwise 
noted.  Groups should schedule programs directly with the Nature 
Center.  
 
Hashawha’s trails are open to the public from dawn until dusk 365 
days a year.  Parking is only available at Lake Hashawha or Bear 
Branch Nature Center. There is no entrance fee for the park.  
PLEASE NOTE:  The Hashawha Environmental Facility is not open 
to the public except through reservation.  Please do not enter the 
Hashawha gates or the posted restricted areas.  For more information 
about group rentals of the facility,  contact Hashawha  staff by phone:  
410-848-9040  or email Hashawha@carr.org. 
 
In case of bad weather… if snow or icy conditions are in the fore-
cast, please call before coming to your program to see if it has been 
cancelled/postponed. If Carroll County Government is closed, the 
Nature Center is closed. 
 
 

BEAR CUBS CLUB 
1 session  Thursday  
Program #09BB2 February 5 
Program #09BB3 March 5 
Program #09BB4 April 9 
Program #09BB5 May 7 
Program #09BB6 June 11  
Join us for this series of programs just for the little ones!!  Each 
month we will have a nature related program and craft for children 
ages 4-6.  Your youngster will learn about the natural world through 
hikes, games and other hands-on activities, so get your aspiring natu-
ralist started early with our Bear Cubs Club!  Join us for just one ses-
sion or the entire series.  Meet at BBNC.   
TIME:  10:30-11:30am FEE:  $5/child 
 

ALL ABOUT NATURE FOR HOMESCHOOLERS 
1 session  Thursday 
Program #09BB8 February 5 
Program #09BB9 March 5 
Program #09BB10 April 9 
Program #09BB11 May 7 
Program #09BB12 June 11  
Calling all Junior Naturalists! Through hikes, experiments and other 
hands-on activities each month you can learn “all about” some of your 
favorite nature topics with a naturalist. Dress for going outside.  Join 
us for just one month, or every month!  Each month will feature a 
different topic.  For ages 7-12 (children should be mature enough to 
attend the program on their own); meet at BBNC.   
TIME:  2-3:30pm  FEE:  $5/child 
 
 

GREEN TEENS! 
1 session  Thursday 
Program #09BB14 February 5 
Program #09BB15 March 5 
Program #09BB16 April 9 
Program #09BB17 May 7 
Program #09BB18 June 11  
If your home schooled teen is feeling green, then this monthly foray is 
suited just for them.  Every session we’ll meet and spend our time 
outdoors learning about natural history and completing conservation 
related projects.   Teens ages 13-18 should be prepared and dressed 
for the outdoors; meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  2-3:30pm  FEE:  $5/child 
 

 

 

INSECTS ON ICE 
January 25  Sunday 
Program #09BB21 
Do insects really like to ice skate?  Over winter insects have amazing strate-
gies to survive cold weather.  Learn about where butterflies, dragonflies, 
grasshoppers, & beetles have gone and explore the woods and fields to find 
some.  We'll also look under rotting logs and look for and learn about what 
galls are.  For ages 6+ (under 12 must be accompanied by paying adult); 
meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  2-3:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 

 
 
 

PLANETARIUM SHOW 
1 session  Friday OR Saturday 
Program #09BB22  Friday, February 6 
Program #09BB23  Saturday, March 7 
Program #09BB24  Friday, April 3 
Program #09BB25  Saturday, May 2 

Program #09BB26  Friday, June 5 
Join the Westminster Astronomical Society under the star dome to learn the 
stars and constellations of the night sky.  Following each planetarium show, 
the Westminster Astronomical Society invites you outside for a Star Party to 
observe the nighttime sights.  Bring your own telescope or look through one of 
theirs!  For ages 8-adult; meet at BBNC.  Organized groups should call to 
schedule their own planetarium show.  
TIME:  7:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 
 
 

SNOWFLAKE MAKING 
February 7 Saturday 
Program #09BB27 
Learn about how snowflakes form and then make your own to take home with 
you!  For ages 7 and up; meet at BBNC. 
Time: 2:00-3:00pm  Fee: $5/person 
 
 

FOR THE BIRDS! –“GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT” 
February 14  Saturday   
Program #09BB28 
The Great Backyard Bird Count, scheduled for Feb. 13-16,  is an annual 4-day 
bird counting event for birders of all ages and experience levels.  We will 
teach you how to take part in this national event, how to enter your results, 
learn about common birds you may encounter, and then we’ll enjoy hot cocoa, 
cider and cookies while watching the birds around Bear Branch.  Ages 10-
adult. 
TIME:  1-2pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 

 

VALENTINE NATURE BEARS 
February 14  Saturday 
Program #09BB29 
Learn about our bears in Maryland as you use natural materials to make your 
Valentine a special “prickly” bear.  Bring your imagination, sense of humor and 
patience.  For ages 12 and up; meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  2-3:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 

 
 
 

WOODPECKER WANDER 
February 15  Sunday 
Program #09BB30 
Let’s go for a walk in the woods looking and listening for wood-

peckers.  We’ll look for their homes and learn about the different types of 
woodpeckers found in the park and find out what they’re actually doing when 
they are banging their heads against trees.  We’ll also look for Chickadees, 
Titmice and Nuthatches.  Bring binoculars if you have them.  For ages 7 and 
up; meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  1-2:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
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MAPLE SUGARIN’ CAMP-OUT 
March 7-8  Saturday-Sunday 
Program #09BB31 
Teens, join our 5th annual camp-out in the sugar bush!  Travel to Juniata Col-
lege's Raystown Field Station to spend the weekend in the maple grove to 
learn all about the maple sugaring process.  Be prepared to work in the woods, 
helping to tap maples, collect buckets of sap and even help with the boiling 
down process in the sugar shack.  We'll spend the night inside the "old field 
station" at Grove Farm.  We'll also have the opportunity to tour Juniata's Lake-
side Center and Schuster Hall, designed as a "green building."  Ages:  13-18; 
meet at BBNC. (Brief pre-trip meeting at BBNC on Thurs, 3/5/09 at 4:30pm.) 
TIME:  Leave 9am Saturday FEE:  $70/child 
           Return approx. 6pm Sunday 
 

BUDS, BRANCHES & BARK 
March 14   Saturday 
Program #09BB32 
How do you tell what type of tree it is without the leaves?  We'll go for a walk 
and discover how to use the clues of bark, fruit, buds, and twigs to identify 
trees during the wintertime.  We'll also look among the leaf litter for any insects 
that might be brave enough to show themselves.  For ages 7 and up (under 12 
must be accompanied by an adult); meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  1-2:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 

SIGNS OF SPRING 
March 21   Saturday 
Program #09BB33 
The first day of Spring was just yesterday!  Spring really is coming, right?  Let’s 
go for a hike looking for those wonderfully subtle tell-tale signs.  We will use all 
of our senses in hopes of seeing Spring.  Recommended for ages 9 and up 
(under 12 accompanied by an adult); meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  2-3:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 

FABULOUS FOSSILS 
March 28   Saturday 
Program #09BB34 
If it weren’t for fossils, we would have a very different view of what life on our 
planet used to be like.  Join us as we talk about how fossils are formed, take a 
look at some samples, and then make a fossil of your own to take home!  For 
ages 10 and up; meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  2-3:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 

HIKING HASHAWHA - VISTA TRAIL 
March 29   Sunday 
Program #09BB35 
Enjoy a leisurely walk along the 1-mile Vista Trail with a Naturalist.  Highlights 
will include a visit to the Raptor Mews.  Wear sturdy hiking shoes and bring a 
water bottle.  Recommended for ages 7 and up; meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  2-3pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 

ORIGIN OF THE FECES 
April 5   Sunday 
Program #09BB36 
We'll learn all about scat, chews, and other signs animals leave behind.  Spring 
is the perfect time to look for tracks, especially in the mud.  Join a Naturalist to 
learn how to identify animals by their tracks and traces.  Bring a pillowcase or 
plain shirt to decorate.  We’ll even have a scat snack!  For ages 6 and up; meet 
at BBNC.      
TIME:  2-3:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 

MEET THE BEEKEEPERS 
April 11   Saturday 
Program #09BB37 
Learn all about this amazing insect.  Do bees really dance?  Are there boy 
bees?  How is honey made?  What do beekeepers do? Learn answers to these 
questions and more, and meet a real beekeeper!  All ages; meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  10am-12noon FEE:  $5/person 
 

EGG-CITING EGGS 
April 11   Saturday 
Program #09BB38 
Learn all about eggs and the animals that lay them.  Eggs are laid by all sorts 
of different creatures and come in all sorts of sizes and colors.  Finish up this 
program with an egg-cellent egg inspired craft.  Ages 6 and up; meet at BBNC.  
TIME:  2-3pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 

HIKING HASHAWHA - STREAM TRAIL 
April 19   Sunday 
Program #09BB39 
Join a Naturalist for a 1.8 mile hike along the Bear Branch Stream.  
Highlights will include the Martin Log Cabin, an active beaver pond 
and the cable bridge.  Wear sturdy hiking shoes and bring a water 
bottle.  Recommended for ages 10 and up; meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  2-3:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 

FAMILY LETTERBOXING 
April 25   Saturday    
Program #09BB40 
We will learn all about this wonderful family activity.  It is a hike, a 
collection and a scavenger hunt, all rolled into one great outing. This 
activity can be done throughout Carroll County, Maryland, and the US 
of A!  We will make our own stamp before heading out on a hike to 
look for the Bear Branch Letterbox.  Then you are all set to go “a-
hunting.”  BBNC will provide all required supplies.  Ages 9 and up 
(under 12 with a paying adult); meet at BBNC.  
TIME:  1-3:30pm  FEE:  $8/person 
 

RAPTOR PHOTO SHOOT 
May 2   Saturday 
Program #09BB41  9-10am (Adults only) 
Program #09BB42  10-11am (All ages) 
Calling all photographers!  Here is your chance to get up close and 
personal with Hashawha’s birds of prey.  Take advantage of the morn-
ing light and spring colors to photograph these birds in a natural set-
ting.  Meet at Raptor Mews. Children under 12 must be accompanied 
by a paying adult.  Parking at BBNC / outside Hashawha Gates. 
TIME:  Choose above FEE:  $10/person 
 

PEEPER PROWL 
May 2   Saturday 
Program #09BB43 
Peeps! Croaks! Snores!  You'll be hearing these sounds and more 
this spring when the frogs start talking.  Learn to identify some of our 
amphibians by their springtime songs.  Join us for a short excursion to 
the wetlands to listen and look for the peepers!  For ages: 7- adult 
(under 12 must be accompanied by a paying adult); meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  7-8:30pm   FEE:  $5/person 

 

PLANT SWAP AND WILDFLOWER WALK 
May 3    Sunday 
Program #09BB44 
Celebrate the beauty of flowers & spring by joining us for 
our plant swap and wildflower walk.  Bring your divided and 
labeled flowers, shrubs, and trees (native plants preferred, 
please do not bring invasive, exotic plants) to swap with 

others, and then enjoy a leisurely stroll around Bear Branch’s gardens 
filled with native wildflowers.  For adults; meet at BBNC.   
TIME:  2-3:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 

SIGNS OF THE SEASON: SPRING SCAVENGER HUNT 
May 9   Saturday 
Program #09BB45 
Spring is here!  Join us as we head out into the park in search of signs 
of new life and warmer weather.  Prizes will be awarded to all partici-
pants!  For all ages; meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  2-3pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 

LAKE LIFE 
May 16   Saturday 
Program #09BB46 
All sorts of animals call Lake Hashawha home.  We’ll take a walk 
around the lake to see what we can spot, then use dip nets to see 
what’s living below the water’s surface!  We’ll be getting muddy, so 
wear old clothes and shoes!  For ages 6 and up; meet at BBNC.  
TIME:  2-3:30pm   FEE:  $5/person 
 

HIKING HASHAWHA - BEAR PATH 
May 17   Sunday 
Program #09BB47 
Join a Naturalist for a very short hike around the nature center. This 
hike is ideal for families with small children, and folks that may have 
difficulty on unpaved trails.  For all ages; meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  12:30-1pm  FEE:  $5/person 
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HIKING HASHAWHA- WILDERNESS TRAIL 
May 17   Sunday 
Program #09BB48 
Join a Naturalist as we enjoy some of the “wilder” areas of Ha-
shawha on this two-mile hike.  This trail is a bit more strenuous, but 
worth it!  Wear sturdy hiking shoes and bring a water bottle.  Rec-
ommended for ages 12 and up; meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  2-4pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 
 

MOTH BROTH 
May 22   Friday   
Program #09BB49 
This is a night for moths!  We will learn about the secret lives of 
moths and the ingredients of a special moth enticing brew.  Then we 
are off on a hike to our feeding area to identify as many of these 
night fliers as we can.  Bring a flashlight.  All ages (12 and under 
accompanied by a paying adult); meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  8-9:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 

BUSY BEAVERS 
May 29   Friday 
Program #09BB50 
Are the beavers really busy?  We’ll find out during this nocturnal 
program as we learn about beavers, then hike to the wetland in 
search of Hashawha’s resident beavers.  Bring a flashlight.  Wear 
old, sturdy shoes that you don’t mind getting a little wet and/or dirty.  
For ages 8-adult (under 12 accompanied by a paying adult); meet at 
BBNC. 
TIME:  6:30-8pm  FEE:  $5/person 

 
 

HIKING AT MORGAN RUN  
May 31  Sunday 
Program #09BB51 

Join a Naturalist as we stroll through mature forests along Morgan 
Run while looking for wildlife.  Wear sturdy hiking shoes and bring a 
water bottle.  Van transportation provided.  Recommended for ages 
12 and up (under 16 accompanied by a paying adult); meet at 
BBNC.  
TIME:  12noon-4pm  FEE:  $10/person 
 

STRAWBERRY MOON OWL PROWL 
June 6   Saturday 
Program #09BB52 
Join us for an exciting night hike under the full “Strawberry Moon” 
where we will try to call in the screech, barred and great horned 
owls that live in our forests.  For ages 10 and up; meet at BBNC.  
TIME:  7:30-9:00pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 
 

FLYING DRAGONS AND DAMSELS 
June 20   Saturday 
Program #09BB53 
On sunny days the dragonflies and damselflies flit about our ponds 
and streams.  What are they doing?  Let us find out! We’ll take a 
hike down to the pond and see how many we can spot.  Afterwards 
we’ll make a dragonfly to take home.  Recommended ages 5 and 
up; meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  1-3pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 

SIGNS OF THE SEASON: SUMMER SCAVENGER HUNT 
June 27   Saturday 
Program #09BB54 
Summer is here!  If you look around there are clues of its arrival 
everywhere!  Join us to see how many signs of summer we can find 
around the park.  Prizes will be awarded to all participants!  For all 
ages; meet at BBNC. 
TIME:  2-3pm  FEE:  $5/person 
 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Numerous volunteer opportunities exist at Bear Branch Nature Center.  Call 
or email Bear Branch for more information or to register for these and other 
upcoming volunteer opportunities. 
 
OUTDOOR EXPLORERS - Saturdays:  January 17, February 7, May 9, 
June 13; 2:30-4:30pm.  Ages: 4th-12th grade.  Students assist with ongoing 
conservation projects in the park. 
 
TRAIL BLAZIN’  – Sundays:  January 4, February 8, March 15, April 26, 
May 10, June 14; 1-3pm.  Ages 14-adult.  Help out with Hashawha’s trails.   
 
GARDENING DAYS  – Fourth Saturday of the month, April-October: April 
25, May 23, June 27; 9am-Noon.  All ages (under 12 must be with an adult).  
Help maintain the nature center gardens, no previous experience required! 
 
ADOPT-A-BLUEBIRD – (VOLUNTEERS NEEDED)  Sunday, March 22  – 
Bear Branch Nature Center is continuing to improve our Bluebird Trail, but 
we sure could use some extra help!  We need help monitoring nesting boxes 
this spring and summer so as many bluebirds are raised as possible.  If you 
are interested in this project, then join us as we discuss monitoring, learn 
about bluebirds, and go for a hike along the Bluebird Trail!  For ages 7-adult 
(under 12 must be accompanied by an adult).  Meet at BBNC. Time:  1–3pm. 
  
PROJECT CLEAN STREAM – (VOLUNTEERS NEEDED)  Saturday, April 4  
– Join us for Project Clean Stream, the region’s largest coordinated stream 
clean-up and restoration project, with 100’s of sites in the Central Maryland 
Area!  Be prepared to get wet and/or dirty!  Wear old clothes and shoes.  
Scout groups welcome!  Contact the Nature Center for location and addi-
tional information.  For all ages (under 12 must be with an adult). Time: 9am-
12Noon. 
 
CAMP COUNSELOR TRAINING – Sunday, June 7 – All volunteers planning 
to be camp counselors for any of Bear Branch’s summer camps must attend 
this training session.  We will go over important volunteer guidelines and 
take a behind the scenes tour to get ready for camp.  Please call ahead for a 
camp counselor application, which must be turned in at the training.  For 
ages 14-adult.  Time: 1-3pm. 
 
 

 

MAPLE SUGARIN’ FESTIVAL 

Sunday, March 1, 2009 
The Annual Maple Sugarin' Festival will take place on 
the grounds of Hashawha Environmental Center on 
Sunday, March 1st, 10:30am-4pm.  A pancake break-
fast with REAL maple syrup starts the day with plenty 
of other maple foods available until closing.   The 
admission charge is $2 per vehicle (vans included).  
For more information about the festival, please call 
Hashawha at 410-848-9040.  
 
This festival celebrates the American tradition of collecting maple sap and 
boiling it down to rich maple syrup.  Activities and demonstrations will take 
place both indoors and out, and include tree taping, sap boiling, bread bak-
ing, tasting, wagon rides, an indoor children's activity area with crafts, 
games, and face painting.  
 
Volunteers are needed for this event.  Teens can earn student service learn-
ing hours.  If interested in volunteering at the festival, contact Bear Branch 
Nature Center, 410-848-2517. 
 
 
 

ATTENTION SCOUTS & HOMESCHOOL GROUPS!! 
Private group “Maple Sugarin” programs may be scheduled 
between  February 24th and March 7th with Tina Shupp by 
calling Bear Branch Nature Center at 410-848-2517. 
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PINEY RUN NATURE 

CENTER PROGRAMS 

 

Piney Run Park & Nature Center OPEN SEASON 

Hours and Entrance Fees:  April 1 thru October 31 
The Park is open 7 days a week from 7am until sunset.  The Nature Cen-
ter is open Wednesday-Saturday, 10am-5pm and Sunday 12-5pm.  En-
trance fees are collected at the Gatehouse upon arrival at the Park ($5/
vehicle for Carroll County Residents and $10/vehicle for All Others).   
Season Vehicle Passes are available from the  Park Office and Gate-
house for $40/vehicle for Carroll County Residents and $55/vehicle for All 
Others. 
*Please  note  vehicle  entrance  fees are  waived  for  Nature Center 
programs in this section for pre-registered participants ONLY (those 
registered at least  24 hours before event) from April-October, unless 
otherwise stated in the program description. 
 
Piney Run Park & Nature Center OFF-SEASON:  November 1-March 
31, Monday-Friday, 10am-4pm. closed weekends and holidays. 
 
In case of inclement weather …  if snow or icy conditions are in the 
forecast, call before coming to a program to see if it has been canceled or 
postponed.  If Carroll County Government offices are closed, the Park and 
Nature Center are also closed.  If Carroll County Public Schools are 
closed, delayed, or  dismissed early, Nature Center programs that fall 
during those time periods are canceled. 
 
Nature Center Membership:  The Nature Center offers memberships to 
help support its activities.  Newsletters and program announcements are 
mailed to members regularly.  Members receive discounts on our popular 
nature camp and on purchases made at the Nature Center Shop, as well 
as many “Members Only Programs,” which are free or at a reduced fee.  
Membership to the Nature Center does NOT include the entrance fee into 
the park.  Please call the Nature Center at 410-795-6043 for more infor-
mation on Membership Benefits.  (See form below to apply.) 
 
 

MOTHER NATURE, MOM AND ME  (ages:  4-6 years) 
3 sessions (one per month) 
Program #09PR1 Wednesday, 11am:  Mar 4, Apr 1, May 6 
Program #09PR2 Thursday, 10am:  Mar 5, Apr 2, May 7 
Program #09PR3 Thursday, 11am:  Mar 5, Apr 2, May 7 
Program #09PR4 Thursday, 4:30pm:  Mar 5, Apr 2, May 7 
Program #09PR5 Friday, 10am:   Mar 6, Apr 3, May 8 
Program #09PR6 Friday, 12:30pm:  Mar 6, Apr 3, May 8 
The children in both this program and the Babes in the Woods program 
learn about nature through outdoor and indoor activities, crafts, songs and 
stories.  Thursdays and Fridays at 11am are special sessions for families 
with children in both age groups.  The children should bring a mom, dad, 
grandparent or significant adult, and dress for the weather, as we always 
spend some time outside. Choose a program listed above; each program 
(3 months each) includes one 45-minute session each month - no refund 
for missed sessions. 
FEE:  $18/child (includes vehicle entrance fee) 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

BABES IN THE WOODS  (age:  3 years) 
3 sessions (one per month) 
Program #09PR7   Wednesday, 10am:  Mar 11, Apr 8, May 13 
Program #09PR8   Wednesday, 11am:  Mar 11, Apr 8, May 13 
Program #09PR9  Thursday, 10am:  Mar 12, Apr 9, May 14 
Program #09PR10  Thursday, 11am:  Mar 12, Apr 9, May 14 
Program #09PR11   Friday, 10am:  Mar 13, Apr 10, May 15 
(Please see description above:   “Mother Nature, Mom and Me.”) Choose 
a program listed above;  each  program  (3 months each)  includes  one 
45-minute session each month - no refund for missed sessions. 
FEE:  $18/child (includes vehicle entrance fee) 
LOCATI”ON:  PR Nature Center 
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Are you a Nature Center Member? 
 
Nature Centers Members play an important role within our parks and 
membership has numerous privileges!  Membership benefits include:  
discount registration for Nature Camps, 10% discount in either Nature 
Center Gift Shop, invitations to “Members Only” programs and activities, 
an opportunity to serve on your affiliate Council, plus Library book 
check out privileges at Piney Run and Bear Branch.  As a member of 
either Piney Run or Bear Branch, you also know that you are helping to 
support quality environmental education programs at the Nature Cen-
ters in Carroll County.  
 

 Membership Rates: 
 Family   $15 
 Individual   $10 
 Senior Citizen (62+)  $8 
 Senior Couple  $12 
 Full Time Student  $8 
 Organization  $25 
 Contributing  $50 
 Sustaining  $100 
 Patron   $500 
 Benefactor  $1000 
 Lifetime   $250 
 
YES, I would like to become a member of (please check one): 
 
___ Bear Branch Nature Center ____ Piney Run Nature Center 
Check payable and mailed to:  Check payable and mailed to: 
Friends of Hashawha/Bear Branch Piney Run Recreation & 
300 John Owings Road  Conservation Council 
Westminster, MD  21158  30 Martz Road 
    Sykesville, MD  21784 
 
 
Enclosed is my check for  $_______  for ________________________ 
       (type) membership 
*Contributions in excess of your membership fee are tax deductible. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________ 
 
City:________________________   State:______   Zip:____________ 
 
Phone: __________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________________________ 
 



 

 

OUTDOOR RANGERS  (ages:  6-11 who are in grades 1-5) 
3 session (one per month) 
Program #09PR12   Wednesday, 1pm:  Mar 11, Apr 8, May 13 
Program #09PR13   Thursday, 4:30pm:  Mar 12, Apr 23, May 21 
Program #09PR14   Thursday, 4:45pm:  Mar 26, Apr 30, May 28 
Elementary-aged children learn about nature through a short lesson 
and a hike outdoors, so be sure to dress for the weather.  Parents are 
always welcome to stay for the program and accompany us on the 
hike, but it is required only if the child needs a little extra help.  Choose 
a program listed above; each program (3 months each) includes one 
90-minute session each month - no refund for missed sessions.  
FEE:  $18/child (includes vehicle entrance fee) 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

PINEY RUN EXPLORERS  (age:  10-13) 
Program #09PR15   Thursday, 10am:  Mar 19, Apr 16, May 21 
Program #09PR16   Friday, 10am:  Mar 20, Apr 17, May 22 
A program for home-schooled students who want to learn more about 
nature and how to care for the environment.  Each class includes an 
indoor learning time, with students researching and discussing a differ-
ent topic each month, and a related outdoor exploration or project in 
Piney Run Park.  Students should wear proper outdoor footwear and 
dress for the weather, as we will always go outside.  Choose a pro-
gram listed above; each program (3 months each) includes one 90-
minute session each month - no refunds for missed sessions. 
FEE:  $18/child (includes vehicle entrance fee) 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

TIMBERDOODLE PUPPET THEATER 
Wednesdays  OR  Saturdays 
Program #09PR17   Wednesday, March 25, 10:30-11:30am 
Program #09PR18   Wednesday, April 29, 4:30-5:30pm 
Program #09PR19   Wednesday, May 20, 1:30-2:30pm 
Program #09PR20   Saturday, June 6, 1-2pm  
The Piney Run Players will present nature puppet theater and follow-
up talk about the main characters - wildly popular with the under 12 
age group and parents.  Please choose a program(s) from the dates 
and times listed above.  Ages: Preschool-Elementary. 
FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

MORNING BIRD WALKS  
Wednesdays 
Program #09PR21   February 18 
Program #09PR22   March 18 
Program #09PR23   April 15 
Program #09PR24   May 20 
Led by Dave Harvey of the Carroll County Ornithological Society, the 
bird walks begin at the Piney Run Nature Center front door  then head 
out on the trails.  Please bring binoculars and dress for the weather, 
walks are rain or shine.  Please choose a program(s) from the dates 
listed above.  Ages: 10–Adult.  
TIME:  8:30am  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center, front door 
 

STORYTIME WITH NATURE Tuesdays OR Wednesdays 

Program #09PR25   Tuesday, February 3 
Program #09PR26   Tuesday, March 3 
Program #09PR27    Wednesday, April 1 
Program #09PR28    Wednesday, June 3  
We’ll snuggle up with some good stories.  If you have a favorite nature 
story please bring it and we’ll share.  Bring a blanket.  Please choose 
a program(s) from the dates above.  Ages:  Preschool- Elementary. 
TIME:  11-12pm  FEE:  $5/child 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

WHOSE SCAT IS THAT? 
January 23  Friday 
Program #PPR227 
School’s out early today!  Swing by the nature center to learn about 
scat!  We’ll learn to identify different animals based on their scat, and 
we’ll head on a hike to find some evidence first hand.  Plus, there’s a 
tasty surprise at the end.  Ages:  7-Adult. 
TIME:  2-3pm  FEE:  $2/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 

 

 

ALL ABOUT FLYING 
January 27  Tuesday 
Program #PPR228   
Ever wonder how birds stay in the air?  We’ll get an introduction to the science 
behind flying.  Ages:  12- Adult 
TIME:  4:30-5:30pm  FEE:  $2/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 

 
 

WAKE UP MR GROUNDHOG 
February 2 Monday 
Program #09PR29 
Did the groundhog see his/her shadow today?  
Groundhogs are still snug in their burrows this time 
of year, but it won’t be long before the male 
groundhogs take their first steps out of their winter 

underground home.  Make a groundhog craft and learn about these snoozing 
rodents.  Age:  Preschool. 
TIME:  10-11am  FEE:  $6/preschooler 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 
 

SKUNK’S SMELLY FRIENDS 
February 11  Wednesday 
Program #09PR30  
Skunk isn’t the only stinky animal at Piney Run.  Join us to find out who his 
smelly friends are.   Age:  Preschool. 
TIME:  11am-12noon FEE:  $5/preschooler  
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 
 

BALD EAGLES OVER CONOWINGO DAM 
February 17  Tuesday  
Program #09PR31 
We’re off early to watch the Bald Eagles hunting the Susquehanna River near 
the Conowingo Dam.  We’ll spend the day scanning the sky and rocks below 
for all the birds that favor this place in the winter.  Bring a bagged lunch and 
binoculars.  Dress appropriately for weather.  Van transportation is provided.  
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  February 3.  Ages:  All (under 18 accompanied 
by a paying adult). 
TIME:  7:30am-5pm  FEE:  $10/person 
LOCATION:  PR Tennis Court Parking Lot 
 
 

RECYCLED FEEDERS 
February 24  Tuesday 
Program #09PR32 
Come make a bird feeder from recycled goods.  Bring an empty 2 L (liter) drink 
bottle with cap/lid.    Age:  Elementary. 
TIME:  4:30-5:30pm  FEE:  $5/child 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 
 

WHITE-TAILED DEER AT PINEY RUN 
February 24  Tuesday 
Program #09PR33 
Visit the nature center this evening to learn about the status of our resident 
white-tailed deer at the park.  Learn about some of the studies that have been 
completed and the natural history of the most widespread native ungulate in 
North America.  Desserts provided.  Ages:  12 and up. 
TIME:  7-8pm  FEE:  $7/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center  
 
 

TREE ID: BUDS 
February 25  Wednesday 
Program #09PR34 
How do you ID a tree in the winter if it has no leaves? - -  By its buds.  Learn 
what a bud is and how they are unique.  Ages:  12 and up. 
TIME:  4:30-5:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
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NATURE’S WEAPONS:  CLAWS, JAWS, AND HORNS 
March 5   Thursday 
Program #09PR35 
Have you ever wondered why a deer has antlers or just how strong owl’s talons 
are?  Today we’ll explore nature’s way of self-defense.  Ages:  6 and up. 
TIME:  4:30-5:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

WHERE DOES OUR WASTE GO? - Carroll County Landfill and Water 

Treatment Facility Tour 
March 9   Monday 
Program #09PR36 
Have you ever wondered where our water comes from, how it’s treated, and 
where our waste water goes?  Have you ever wondered what happens to our 
trash once it gets picked up at the roadside?  Take this great opportunity to visit 
and learn about the Northern Landfill and one of the water treatment facilities 
located throughout the county with a guided tour.  We’ll stop for a quick lunch 
at Baugher’s restaurant (lunch not included in fee).  Van transportation pro-
vided.  REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  March 2 (Min. 6, Max. 15).  Ages:  10 
and up. 
TIME:  9:30am-4pm  FEE:  $10/person (PLUS lunch expense) 
LOCATION:  PR Boat Trailer Parking Lot 
 

NORTHWARD HO 
March 10   Tuesday 
Program #09PR37 
The weather is changing and animals are beginning their migration.  Who’s 
moving and to where?  Ages:  12 and up. 
TIME:  4:30-5:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

CAMPOVER WITH THE CREATURES 
March 13-14  Friday–Saturday  
Program #09PR38 
Bring your sleeping bag and pillow for the rare opportunity 
of spending the night in the Nature Center.  We’ll lull to sleep as our resident 
tree frogs, salamanders and snakes are just waking up!  Learn about some of 
the other nocturnal animals that lurk throughout the park at night.  Additional 
information will be mailed.  Includes dinner and breakfast.  REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE: February 27 (Min.:  6).   Ages:  8-11 years. 
TIME:  6pm-9am  FEE:  $20/child 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center       
 

SPRING IS BLOOMING TEA PARTY 
March 18   Wednesday 
Program #09PR39 
Come enjoy a fabulous spring tea at the Nature Center.  Children will enjoy a 
snack and tasty herbal tea.  You can dress up if you like.  We will share stories 
of the spring and much more!  REGISTRATION DEADLINE: March 4.  Ages:  4 
and up. 
TIME:  3–5pm  FEE:  $7/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

BLUE BIRD BOX WORKSHOP 
March 18   Wednesday 
Program #09PR40 
Hey Kids!  Bring mom or dad, grandma or grandpa for an afternoon building a 
beautiful cedar bluebird box for upcoming nesting season.  Learn about the 
habits and behavior of these fascinating little birds.  Bring an electric screw-
driver if you have one handy.  (Max. 10 families.)  Ages:  8 and up, accompa-
nied by an adult.   
TIME:  3-4:30 pm  FEE:  $15 per family (1 box) 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 

 

SPRINGFEVER COFFEEHOUSE 
March 20   Friday 
Program #09PR41 
Winter ends today and to celebrate join us at the Nature Cen-
ter for a fabulous night of live Celtic music with Whirligig, 
coffee, and good desserts (Min.:  15).   Ages: 12 and up. 
TIME:  7-9pm  FEE:  $18/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 

 
 
 

SPRING AWAKENING 

March 26   Thursday 
Program #09PR42 
The weather is changing and animals are beginning to wake up.  Who 
haven’t we seen all winter?  Age:  Preschool. 
TIME:  11am-12noon FEE:  $5/preschooler 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

POPLAR ISLAND TOUR 
March 30   Monday  
Program #09PR43 
Once a dying island, today it is growing with the help of man and it has 
become a favorite breeding ground for waterfowl and terrapins.  Explore 
the island by boat and on land in this guided tour.  Bring a snack and 
we’ll have a late lunch in Tilghman or St. Michaels (lunch not included 
in fee).  Dress appropriately for weather on the bay and bring binocu-
lars.  Van transportation provided.  REGISTRATION DEADLINE: March 
16 (Min: 8, Max: 23).  Ages:  All (under 18 accompanied by an adult).   
TIME:  6:30am-5pm  FEE:  $15/person (PLUS lunch expense) 
LOCATION:  PR Tennis Court Parking Lot 
 

COUGHING UP PELLETS 
March 31   Tuesday 
Program #09PR44 
Bones, fur and teeth are all that’s left of the little mouse that the owls 
have eaten.  Learn about these hunters of the night by dissecting their 
pellets to literally piece together their last meal.  Ages:  8 and up. 
TIME:  4:30-5:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

OUT OF THEIR SKINS:  HOMESCHOOL LESSON 
April 1   Wednesday  
Program #09PR45 
Calling all Homeschoolers!  Our skin helps and protects us in so many 
ways and yet we loose thousands of skin cells every day.  Learn about 
our skin and the skin of many of the animals that live around us.   Age:  
Homeschoolers. 
TIME:  10-11am  FEE:  $5/child 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center    
 

MICROBEAST SEARCH 
April 9   Thursday 
Program #09PR46 
Put on clothes that can get dirty and join a naturalist searching for the 
small animals that were hibernating all winter.   Ages:  Preschool. 
TIME:  11am-12noon FEE:  $5/preschooler 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center  
 

DO ALL EGGS COME IN A BASKET? 
April 9   Thursday 
Program #09PR47 
‘Tis the season for chocolate, caramel, and marsh-
mallow eggs.   We’ll take this opportunity to learn about some of the 
animals that lay eggs.  Plus we’ll learn about what makes the structure 
of an egg so amazing.  We’ll end with a special “egg” treat.  Ages:  All. 
TIME:  4:30-5:30pm  FEE:  $6/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center     
 

HIKE TO THE DAM 
April 11   Saturday 
Program #09PR48 
Put on your hiking boots and join us exploring the undeveloped side of 
the lake.  Dress for the weather and bring a water bottle.  Ages:  All. 
TIME:  12:30-3pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR boat trailer parking lot (we will caravan to trailhead) 
 

WHO EATS WHO? 
April 12   Sunday 
Program #09PR49 
Bring the family to the Nature Center today and we’ll discuss the inter-
relationships of the plants and animals living at Piney Run.  We’ll make 
a food web mobile to take home.  Ages:  All. 
TIME:  1-2pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
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OPEN HEARTH COOKING 
April 16  Thursday 
Program #09PR50 
Spend the evening preparing and cooking your own 
fabulous meal over the open fire.  Reflect on how our 
grandparents and great-grandparents cooked their 
daily meals (Min.:  4).   Ages:  12 and up. 
TIME:  5:30pm-7pm  FEE:  $10/person 

              LOCATION:  Piney Run Amphitheater      
 

FROG FROLIC 
April 18   Saturday 
Program #09PR51 
Visit the Nature Center for an up close look at some of the frogs and 
toads that live here at Piney Run.  We’ll learn their calls, lifecycle and 
head to the lake on a search for eggs or even tadpoles.  Ages:  All. 
TIME:  1-2pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

FLOWER POWER 
April 19   Sunday 
Program #09PR52 
The signs of the season have started to sprout with beautiful flowers 
scattered throughout the landscape.  Learn the role that flowers play in 
nature.  Ages:  All. 
TIME:  4-5pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

AMPHIBIAN SIGNS 
April 22   Wednesday 
Program #09PR53 
Learn what to look for and what to do at home to know if you have 
amphibians.  Ages: 12 and up. 
TIME:  4:30-5:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

A WEB OF WONDERS 
April 23   Thursday 
Program #09PR54 

Join us today for a fascinating look into the life of spiders.  
Learn how they spin their webs and catch their food.  Plus, 

we’ll head out for a hike in search of these beautiful engineers.  
We’ll even make our own treat fit for a spider!  Age:  Preschool. 
TIME:  12-1pm  FEE:  $5/preschooler 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

WESTERN MARYLAND KAYAK & HIKING TRIP 
April 24 - April 26  Friday–Sunday 
* See details in the kayak trip section on Page 25. 
 

RUSTIC POTTED PLANT TRELLIS 
April 30   Thursday 
Program #09PR55 
‘Tis the season for gardening!  Spend the evening creating a rustic 
twig trellis.  Place the trellis in a 10 inch terra cotta planter complete 
with a climbing plant to make the perfect spring gift!  Ages: 14 and up. 
TIME:  7-8pm  FEE:  $10/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center  
 

BENEATH THE SURFACE 
May 2   Saturday 
Program #09PR56 
We often take for granted the soil that rests beneath our feet.  But if 
you take the time to explore even the first 6 inches of top soil, you’ll 
find a city of life.  Bring your family to the Nature Center today and 
we’ll learn about  the  animals, fungi, bacteria and plants that live be-
neath the surface.  Ages:  All. 
TIME:  3-4pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 
 
 
 
 

SEEDS, SEEDS ALL AROUND 
May 3   Sunday 
Program #09PR57 
The growing season is getting going.  Bring your family to the Nature Center 
and join a naturalist learning about seeds and some of the plants that pro-
duce them.  Ages:  All. 
TIME:  2-3pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

EDIBLE PLANT WALK 
May 16   Saturday 
Program #09PR58 
It’s amazing how many of the plants around us are edible!  Learn which 
plants to use for cooking and which plants to stay away from.  Ages:  10 and 
up. 
TIME:  10-11am  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

REPTILE ROMP 
May 20   Wednesday 
Program #09PR59 
Go in search of the reptiles that call Piney Run habitat.  Who lives here and 
where?  Ages: 12 and up. 
TIME:  4:30-5:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

MINING FOR MUSHROOMS 
May 22   Friday 
Program #09PR60 
We’ll head out in search of fungus on our hike this afternoon.  Learn to iden-
tify a few of the more common mushrooms found in the Carroll County and 
how they differ from plants.  Ages:  All. 
TIME:  4:30-5:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

FAMILY SUNSET CAMPFIRE 
May 23   Saturday 
Program #09PR61 
Bring the family to the park this evening for songs, stories, 
and s’mores!  Learn about some of the animals that start to 
stir as dusk approaches.  Ages: All. 
TIME:  7-8pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  Piney Run Amphitheater 
 

PICNIC PESTS PROGRAM AND MOVIE 
May 24   Sunday 
Program #09PR62 
Learn about the many pesky insects that might join your Memorial Day pic-
nic!  Then, we’ll watch an informative insect movie.  Ages:  All. 
TIME:  3-4pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  Piney Run Nature Center 
 

BASIC TREE ID 
May 28   Thursday 
Program #09PR63 
Learn how to use a tree guide and a dichotomous key to identify tree fami-
lies.  Ages:  elementary–adult. 
TIME:  4:30-5:30pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

MEET OUR REPTILES 
May 31   Sunday 
Program #09PR64 

Learn about the reptiles that reside in the nature center.  
Bring your camera to take advantage of a great snapshot 
opportunity.  Get your picture taken with a snake or turtle. 
No camera, no problem we’ll take your photo and prints can 
be made for $2.00/picture.  Ages:  All 
TIME:  2-4 pm  FEE:  $5/person 

LOCATION:  Piney Run Nature Center 
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FAMILY CAMPOVER 
June 5-6            Friday - Saturday 
Program #09PR65 
Hey kids! Grab your parents and a tent for a wonderful 
camping experience.  We will set up camp, build a fire and 
prepare supper together.  We’ll share an early evening hike, 

followed by some campfire fun.  You’ll wake up to a campfire breakfast 
before we break camp.  Families provide their own tent and sleeping sup-
plies.  Please bring a potluck dish to share for the evening meal; all ages. 
TIME:  5pm-9am  FEE: $40/family (vehicle entrance included) 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

ANTS ON A LOG 
June 11   Thursday 
Program #09PR66 
Visit the Nature Center today for an up close and personal look at ants, 
ants and more ants!  We’ll talk about their homes, and their life with thou-
sands of brothers and sisters to play with!  We’ll end our morning with a 
special “Ants on a Log” treat!  Ages:  Preschool. 
TIME:  10-11am  FEE:  $5/child 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

HIKING THE INLET TRAIL 
June 13   Saturday 
Program #09PR67 
Join a naturalist for an afternoon hike along our 3-mile inlet trail.  We’ll 
stop to get a closer look at some of the plants and animals along the way.  
We’ll end at the Nature Center with an ice cream treat.  Under 18 accom-
panied by adult.  Ages:  family (must be able to walk 3 miles). 
TIME:  1-3pm  FEE:  $5/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

PRESCHOOL DISCOVERY WEEK  (ages 4-5 years) 
June 17, 18 & 19  Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday 
Program #09PR68 
Calling all preschoolers!  Join us again this year for another exciting week 
exploring the fields and meadows around the park.  We’ll take nature 
walks, make imaginative crafts, have snack and learn about the many 
plants and animals that make their home in the meadows at Piney Run.  A 
parent/guardian must be present at the park during this program. 
TIME:  10am-12noon FEE:  $40/child 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 

 

 

KAYAKING 

AT PINEY RUN 

 
All kayaking paddlers meet at the 
Piney Run Nature Center Kayak 
Shack (unless otherwise noted) 
located at lake’s edge below the 
Nature Center - follow signs to 
the Yak Shack.  Paddling equipment is provided. 
 
 
 

DINNER & TWILIGHT PADDLE 
May 15   Friday 
Program #09PR72 
Have an evening meal at the Nature Center, then head to the lake for a 
relaxing evening paddle.  We’re sure to see a variety of wildlife.  Bring a 
flashlight, we’ll be out till dark.  Wear clothes that can get wet.  Ages:  14 
and up. 
TME:  5:30-8:30pm  FEE:  $15/person 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center 
 

KID’S KAYAK LAKE TOUR 
Program #09PR73    Wednesday, April 8, 2-4pm 
Program #09PR74    Friday, May 1, 4:30-6:30pm 
Program #09PR75    Sunday, June 7, 1-3pm 
So you’ve had a kayak lesson, now it’s time to get out there and explore 
with a guide.  Children that have completed the Piney Run Kids ‘N Kayak 
lesson are eligible to sign up; must be able to swim.  Wear clothes that 
can get wet, bring a water bottle and towel.  Ages: 8-13. 
TIME:  Choose above FEE:  $10/child 
LOCATION:  PR Nature Center Kayak Shack 
 

TEEN KAYAK PADDLE 
Program #09PR76    Sunday, May 17, 1-3pm 
Program #09PR77    Saturday, June 20, 2-4pm 
So you’ve had a kayak lesson, now it’s time to get out there and explore 
with a guide.  Teens that have completed the Piney Run Kids ‘N Kayak or 
Adult lesson are eligible to sign up; must be able to swim.  Wear clothes 
that can get wet, bring a water bottle and towel.  Ages:  14-18. 
TIME:  Choose above FEE:  $10/child (vehicle entrance included) 
LOCATION:  Piney Run Nature Center Kayak Shack 
 

ADULTS ONLY PADDLE 
Program #09PR78    Saturday, April 4, 1-3pm 
Program #09PR79    Wednesday, June 3, 8-10am 
Join us out on the water as we explore Piney Run Lake.  Enjoy this oppor-
tunity to bird, spot wildlife and look for wildflowers.  Previous kayaking 
experience is necessary; must be able to swim.  Wear clothes that can get 
wet, bring a water bottle and towel.  Age:  Adults. 
TIME:  Choose above FEE: $10/person (vehicle entrance in-
cluded) 
LOCATION:  Piney Run Nature Center Kayak Shack 
 

FAMILY PADDLE 
Program #09PR80    Sunday, April 5, 3-5pm 
Program #09PR81    Sunday, May 10, 1-3pm (Mother’s Day) 
Program #09PR82    Sunday, June 21, 1-3pm (Father’s Day) 
Your family has had kayak lessons, now it’s time to get out together and 
explore the lake with a guide.  Previous kayaking experience is necessary.  
Must be able to swim.  Wear clothes that can get wet, bring a water bottle 
and towel.  Ages:  8 and up. 
TIME:  Choose above           FEE: $10/person (vehicle entrance included) 
LOCATION:  Piney Run Nature Center Kayak Shack 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WESTERN MARYLAND KAYAK & HIKING TRIP 
April 24 – April 26  Friday-Sunday 
Program #09PR69 
We’re off to Western Maryland, over the mountains to explore the 
area by kayak and on foot for our Spring 3-day kayak & hiking trip.  
We’ll stay in cabins at New Germany State Park.  Lodging is bunk 
style, bring bedding materials, and comfortable walking shoes.  Pre-
vious kayaking experience required - must be able to swim.  If you 
plan on bringing your own kayak, please make arrangements with 
the Nature Center to drop off your equipment early.  Food, paddling 
materials, and van transportation provided.   Ages:  14-adult (under 
18 accompanied by a paying adult) 
TIME:  8am Fri.-7pm Sun. FEE:  $150/person 
DEPARTURE:  PR Nature Center 
 

KAYAK DAY TRIPS 
Program #09PR70   Saturday, May 30 (registration deadline 5/15) 
Program #09PR71   Wednesday, June 10 (reg. deadline 5/27) 
We’re off to the region’s nearby rivers to explore the area by kayak.  
Previous kayaking experience required - must be able to swim.  Bring 
bagged lunch, drinking water, a hat and sunscreen, and wear clothes 
for the weather.  Please note, return time may vary depending on 
waterway proximity and conditions.  Paddling equipment and van 
transportation provided.  Ages:  14-Adult (under 18 accompanied by 
a paying adult). 
TIME:  8am-7pm FEE:  $25/person 
DEPARTURE:  PR Nature Center 

NO Early Bird or Senior Discounts for Piney Run Nature Center programs 
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OOPs

! 

 
 
 
We cancelled it because you didn’t register!  
Sometimes excellent programs with super in-
structors are cancelled when  too  many  people  
wait until the last minute to register. 
 
Our classes have to be cost-recovery and we 
need a minimum number of participants before 
a class will run.  If a program looks interesting, 
don’t hesitate — 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
3rd ANNUAL CHILDREN’S NATURE PAINTING CONTEST 
Deadline:  March 1 
Calling all young artists!  Take some time this winter to create a nature 
related painting.  Drop it off at the Nature Center before March 1st for an 
opportunity to have your artwork displayed in the Center for the 2009 sea-
son.  Winners will be chosen from a variety of age groups.  Contact the 
Nature Center for a registration form and more information. 
 
SPRING PERENNIAL SWAP 
Saturday, April 18, 10-12pm AND Sunday, May 17, 1-3pm 
Take advantage of this great opportunity to enhance your gardens this 
spring at our perennial swap.  Thin your garden by sharing some of your 
established perennials with other gardeners, plus take home some new 
plants.  Bring bags/boxes with you to the Nature Center, and label your 
perennials if possible.  FREE! 
 
PINEY RUN EARTH & HERB FESTIVAL 
Saturday, May 9, 11am-4pm 
Help support the Piney Run Recreation and Conservation Council!  Head 
out to Piney Run Park for excellent food and great family fun.  Activities 
include live music, native plant sale, face painting, raffles, crafts, numer-
ous plant and craft vendors, nature activities and much more!.  FREE 
entrance to festival, however, park entrance fees apply. 
 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Please contact Piney Run Nature Center for more information about volun-
teer opportunities.  Pre-registration is highly recommended and much 
appreciated.  Call us at 410-795-6043 to register for any volunteer oppor-
tunity.  REGISTRATION IS THROUGH THE NATURE CENTER. 
 
WEEKEND JR VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
Friday, March 27, 4:30-5:30pm 
Mark your calendars to learn the ins and outs of caring for our animals at 
the Nature Center.  Each weekend, April-October, JR volunteers are 
needed to feed and care for our animals and various other tasks around 
the Center.  Bring your calendar to sign up for a weekend in April to get 
your feet wet.  Age:  14-18 years. 
 
VOLUNTEER JUNIOR NATURALISTS 
February 17, 10-1pm April 19, 1-4pm 
May 3, 1-4pm  June 18, 1-4pm 
Junior Volunteers help with various projects throughout the park ranging 
from trail cleanup, gardening, bluebird monitoring, to feeding and cleaning 
the Nature Center animals.  Age:  12-18 years. 
 
PROJECT CLEAN STREAM 
Saturday, April 4, 9am-12noon 
By cleaning our lake and streams we will help the Chesapeake Bay Water-
shed stay clean.  Join us in keeping Piney Run Lake and the Chesapeake 
Bay healthy.  Age:  Family. 
 
EARTH & HERB FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS 
Saturday, May 9, 10:30am-4:30pm 
AGE:  12 and up (12-14 accompanied by an adult) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
    
    
Pavilion Rentals Pavilion Rentals Pavilion Rentals Pavilion Rentals ---- Piney Run Park Piney Run Park Piney Run Park Piney Run Park    
Are you looking for a great place to hold a 
family reunion?  A birthday party?  A holiday 
cookout? Or just for a fun filled day? 
 
PINEY RUN PARK pavilions are a great place 
to hold your event, whatever the occasion.  
Pavilion Rentals are available 7 days a week 
from April 1st thru October 31st each year by 
reservation and permit only  -  - 
 
Small Pavilions are $100/day 
Large Pavilions are $150/day 
 
We will start taking reservations for the 2009 
Park Season on Monday, January 5.  Please 
call 410-795-5165 for your reservation or for 
more information.  



 

 

 

Carroll County Recreation & Parks 

2009 Fundraiser Game! 
 

 

$5 per ticket benefits the 

Carroll County 

Recreation & Parks 

scholarship fund 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
         Address ________________________________________  ____________________________  _________  _________________ 
                                              (Street)    (City)          (State)                 (Zip Code) 
 
         Telephone (daytime) ________________________________________  (evening) ______________________________________ 
 
         Method of Payment:     MasterCard          Visa          Discover          Check/MO (Payable to:  Baltimore Orioles) 
 
         Credit Card # _____________________________________________________  Expiration Date __________________________ 
 
         Authorized Signature _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

      Mail this form to: 

   Baltimore Orioles 

   ATTN:  Carroll County Rec & Parks Fundraiser 

   333 W. Camden Street, Baltimore, MD  21201 
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Orders received within 10 days                          Total Number 

of your game will be held at                               of Tickets: 

the Main Box Office 

               Total 

              Cost:    

 
 

 April 8, 2009 7:05pm New York Yankees  $15  

 May 29, 2009 7:05pm Detroit Tigers  $15  

 June 29, 2009 7:05pm Boston Red Sox  $15  

 August 15, 2009 7:05pm Los Angeles Angels  $15  

 September 5, 2009 7:05pm Texas Rangers  $15  

GAME TIME OPPONENT # OF TICKETS PRICE COST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATED 
INFORMATION 

BELOW !! 
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HOW TO REGISTER: 
 

Mail it in / Phone it in:  Complete the registration 
form in this booklet and mail it in along with your 
check  payment  (payable  to  Carroll County Com-
missioners) to the address noted on the bottom of the 
form (please NO cash or credit card payments via 
mail).  Please provide all information requested on the 
form to ensure prompt processing. 
For your convenience, you may call us at 410-386-
2103, Monday-Friday, 8:30am-4:30pm, to register and 
pay by credit card (VISA and MASTERCARD). 
 
Walk it in:  For your convenience, you may register 
in person with payment (cash, check, credit) at the 
Carroll County Department of Recreation and Parks 
office located in the Robert Moton Center, 300 South 
Center Street,  Westminster.   Registrations will be 
accepted Monday-Friday, 8:30am-4:30pm. 
 
Register On-Line:  View this program guide on-line 
at http://ccgovernment.carr.org/recreation.  Click on 
the program guide icon located in the lower left hand 
corner, then click on “on-line program registration and 
payment”, then follow the directions on your screen.  
Payment must be made at time of registration - VISA 
and MASTERCARD accepted.  All on-line registra-
tions are processed immediately; payment confirma-
tion is sent to your e-mail address. 
 
Registrations of all kinds (phone, mail, in person and 

on-line)  are  processed in  the  order  in  which we 

receive accurately completed forms and correct fees. 

 

REFUND POLICY 

Classes:   Requests for full refunds must be received 
at least 10 days prior to the starting date of the course. 
Class credits may be given for withdrawal requests 
made after that date at the discretion of the Depart-
ment of Recreation and Parks.  No class credits will be 
issued after two classes. No class credits will be issued 
for courses meeting only one or two sessions. 
 
Bus Trips:  Requests for full refunds must be received 
at least 1 month prior to date of trip unless there is a 
specific date listed in the course description.  After the 
deadline has passed, there will be no refunds and any 
tickets purchased are the property of the registrant. 
 

CANCELLATION  POLICY:    Carroll   County 
Department of Recreation and Parks reserves the right 
to cancel any course at its discretion.  In case of can-
cellation , a full refund will be given. 
 
EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT*:  Sign up early and 
save!  A discount of $5 is available for registrations 
postmarked, hand delivered or registered online by 
February 15, 2009, where applicable.  Please note the 
exceptions  printed  with  course  description.   Not 
applicable for any Nature Center programs. 
 
SENIOR DISCOUNT*:  Carroll County citizens 
who are 60 years of age or older will be permitted to 
take a 20% discount on course registration fees if they 
are the participant of the course, where applicable.  
Please note exceptions printed with course description.  
Not applicable for any Nature Center programs. 
 
*You  may  take  either the senior or the early bird 

discount, but not both. 

 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:  The Carroll County 
Department  of  Recreation  and Parks can provide 
limited financial assistance to families or individuals 
of Carroll County who qualify, based on income level.  
Please call 410-386-2103 for more information and to 
apply. 
 
SMOKING POLICY:  Smoking is not allowed in 
any county or school building. 
 
CELL PHONES:  As a courtesy to other participants, 
we respectfully request that program registrants make 
every  effort  not  to  use their cell phones during 
classroom instruction, while riding on buses, partici-
pating in guided tours, etc. 
 

STILL HAVE QUESTIONS? 
Contact the Carroll County Department of Recreation 
and Parks at 410-386-2103, or e-mail Becky Kishter at 
bkishter@ccg.carr.org. 

The Americans with Disabilities Act applies to the Carroll 
County Government and its programs, services, activities, 
and facilities.   If  you have  questions,  suggestions, or 
complaints, please contact Jolene Sullivan, the Carroll 
County  Government  Americans  with Disabilities Act 
Coordinator, at 410-386-3600, 1-888-302-8978, and TT 
No. 410-848-9747.  The mailing address is 10 Distillery 
Drive, First Floor, Suite 101, Westminster, MD  21157. 



 

 

Program Name Program # #Attending Per Person Fee Total $ 

1.     

2.     

3.     

4.     

5.     

6.     

7.     

Comments/Special Instructions:  

Please choose only ONE of the following discount options:  

Early Bird discount (pay in full by February 15, 2009 and deduct $5 per course, only where applicable) - 

Senior Citizen Discount (deduct 20% of class fee, only where applicable) - 
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GRAND TOTAL 

SPRING 2009 REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 Participant’s Last Name_______________________________ First_____________________________ M.I.______ 
 
 Parent/Guardian (if applicable)_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Street Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 City____________________________________________ State________________  Zip______________________ 
 
 Phone:    Home____________________________________ Work or Cell__________________________________ 
 
 E-mail address_________________________________________    Participant’s Date of Birth_________________ 
 
 Emergency Contact’s Name___________________________  Emergency Phone____________________________ 

 
 Waiver of Liability:  By my signature below, I acknowledge that there are inherent risks and dangers associated with recreation 
programs, that Carroll County Department of Recreation and Parks does not provide any registrant medical or hospitalization insur-
ance whatsoever, and therefore, I hold Carroll County Commissioners and their agents harmless from all claims of injury, damage, or 
loss which may result from my, or my child(ren)’s participation in the program/s listed below. 
 
 Authorization for Use of Photographic Likeness:  I agree to allow Carroll County Department of Recreation and Parks to 
take and utilize photographic images of the registered individual/s for the purpose of promotion and publicizing of the Department 
programs and/or events.  If I prefer to not allow the above registered participant/s to be photographed, I will call 410-386-2103 to 
register my request. 

 
Signature_________________________________________________    Date ____/____/____ 

                       Participant’s Signature (Parent/Guardian’s Signature if participant is under the age of 18) 

Make Checks Payable to Carroll County Commissioners and Mail to: 

Carroll County Department of Recreation and Parks 

300 South Center Street 

Westminster, Maryland  21157 
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Carroll County Commissioners 
President, Julia W. Gouge 
Vice President, Dean L. Minnich 

Secretary, Michael D. Zimmer 

 

Carroll County 

Department of Recreation and Parks 
300 South Center Street 

Westminster, Maryland  21157 

Register Early! 
Register before February 15th and receive 

an early bird discount of $5 per class 

where eligible! 
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Carroll County, Maryland 

A Great Place to Live, Work and Play 
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