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Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
 

Westminster, Thursday, October 1, 2015 – In today’s Board meeting, the Board of County 
Commissioners declared October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 
 
Domestic violence is defined as a pattern of abusive behavior in any relationship that is used by one 
partner to gain or maintain power and control over another intimate partner. Domestic violence can be 
physical, sexual, emotional, or psychological. Domestic violence is not limited to one gender; it affects 
one in three women and one in four men. Domestic violence does not discriminate; it is experienced 
by individuals of all ages, races, and socioeconomic status, education, religion or occupation 
backgrounds. 
 
Domestic violence is a crime. Survivors of domestic violence should have help in finding the 
compassion, comfort, and healing that they need. The government, health professionals, law 
enforcement, religious organizations, educators, and community associations are called to work 
together for the prevention and intervention of domestic violence as well as for treatment of victims 
and perpetrators. Carroll County District Court has created a special Intimate Partners Violence 
docket specifically for criminal domestic violence cases. The Court brings together all partners from 
law enforcement to supportive services, similar to the County’s Drug Court. Board President Howard 
noted “Carroll County is very fortunate to have the resources it has.”  
 
Victims of domestic violence fleeing from their abusers often leave their homes on short notice and 
with little or no personal effects.  Purple donation boxes will be placed in county offices and public 
libraries to collect materials for the domestic violence shelters throughout the county. 
 
The Board recognizes the compassion and dedication of those individuals and agencies who provide 
services to the victims of domestic violence and who work to increase public awareness and 
understanding of this significant problem. 
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