Beware of ONLINE

SEXUAL PREDATORS!

The Internet has
revolutionized our
lives, and, despite its
many benefits, the
Internet has opened
the door for predators
to sexually-exploit
unsuspecting children
. Every child is just
one click away from
obscenely graphic and
addictive pornography,
and new threats--like
cyberbullying and
‘sexting’--also flourish.

Parents and
other adults are the
first line of defense
against online
threats; however,
Sexual predators
communicate with
child victims through
websites, e-mail,
public and private
chat rooms, and
instant messaging. The
ultimate goal of the
online predator is to meet their victim face-to-face, and the
predator will say and do anything in order to do so.

1.) Don’t allow the computer to
be in the child’s bedroom.
Put the computer in a
common area.

2.) Outline family rules
concerning the use of the
Internet.

3.) Ask your child which chat
rooms they use, how many
screen names they have
and how many profiles they
have on the Internet. Ask
for the profile passwords
and periodically check
online activity.

4.) Ask your child to show
you their profile and their
buddy list (contacts).

5.) Explain to your child that
if they get a picture, or if
someone says something
that makes them feel
uncomfortable, to tell you
immediately. They will not
getin trouble.

For more information on ONLINE
PREDATORS, visit the following websites
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A Message From The Sheriff

The men and women of the Carroll County Sheriff’s

Office thank you for taking an interest in public safety.
By reading this publication, you are joining with law

enforcement in protecting your children against online

sexual predators.

Communicating with the citizens effectively is
a core component of this agency. We appreciate the
opportunity to share this information with you hoping
that you will partner with us.

We encourage you to implement a few, if not all of
the measures outlined in this publication. Additionally,
you can obtain more information and resources by

accessing our website at www.carrollcountysheriff.com.

The members of the Carroll County Sheriff’s Office
are dedicated professionals who are not only commited
to the safety of your family, but stand ready when
called upon to serve all Carroll County citizens.

Sincerely,

T

Kenneth L. Tregoning
Sheriff

CARROLL CouNTY SHERIFF’s OFFICE
100 N. Court Street
#” & Westminster, MD 21157

) 410-386-2900 or
Sinee 2005 toll-free: 1-888-302-8924

www.carrollcountysheriff.com

A message from the
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Child sexual predators seem to be all around us — in our communities, our schools, our
churches and even our families. A child who experiences sexual abuse is, understandably,
every parent's worse fear. Since we can't be with our children to protect them every
moment of their lives, it's easy for us to feel overwhelmed and powerless to protect them
from the people parents loathe and fear most. Fortunately, there are steps you can take to
keep your children safe in a world that can seem scary at times. Ll
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Child molester statistics show that there are
400,000 registered molesters in our country.
Sexual offenders are often people with whom we
entrust our children in school and home. There
are some basic behavioral signs and strategies
practiced by child molesters. Being aware of these
signs and trusting your instincts can help protect
your child. Here are a few “RED FLAGS” alert you
that your child may be targeted. These flags are not
absolutes, and the actions may be innocent and
free of exploitation.

1 WATCH PEOPLE W|TH WHOM YOUR CHILD
SPENDS TIME. A predator grooms the child
to gain trust by offering to play games, buying
gifts and acting respectful and caring to create
a friendship.

STAY ATTENTIVE TO ADULTS WHO OFFER
TO TAIfE CARE OF THE CHILD. These adults
include babysitters, teachers, coaches or even
relatives.’

1 SUPERVISE THE PHYSICAL BOUNDARIES
BETWEEN THE CHILD AND THE ADULT. A
child predator removes barriers with a child by
introducing physical contact that is nonsexual
in nature initially. This could be an arm over
the child’s shoulder or tucking the child’s hair
behind her ear frequently.




